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EPM Scotland brings together in one report information about all parliamentary activity covering education, children’s services and training issues connected with Scotland except answers to written questions, which are reported in a separate supplement. EPM Scotland includes reports of all education and children’s services debates in the Scottish Parliament and the few that still take place in the House of Commons and House of Lords. 


Scottish education early day motions from the House of Commons and Scottish education statutory instruments are also given here, as well as in the sections dealing with EDMs and SIs. This issue covers the period from 19 to 23 June 2006. 


The full text of each debate is available electronically. To order a debate, send an email to epm@educationpublishing.com quoting the reference number given at the end of each report.  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Activity

Scottish Parliament
Ministerial Statement, Vulnerable Groups Bill
Scottish Parliament
Oral Questions, Education
House of Commons
EDM, Holocaust and Veterans Day
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Scottish Parliament

Protection of Vulnerable Groups 

Scottish Parliament • Ministerial Statement • 22 June 2006

D

uring her statement on the future legislative programme, Margaret Curran (Lab, Glasgow Baillieston), the Minister for Parliamentary Business, said that following the Bichard report there would be a Protection of Vulnerable Groups Bill introduced into the Scottish Parliament. The Bill would include provisions to improve protection by preventing those who were unsuitable to work with vulnerable groups from doing so. It would put in place the legislative framework required to deliver the new vetting and barring scheme that Bichard recommended and would make other necessary changes to procedures to tighten protection measures further. 


She also confirmed that the Schools Nutrition and Health Promotion Bill would be introduced as planned. The Bill would ensure that all food and drink in schools was healthy and nutritious, and that all schools put health promotion at the heart of their activities. It would also improve take-up of free school meals.


On children’s hearings, Ms Curran said that last year the Executive consulted on a programme of reform that would improve children’s services and support those working with children and young people to deliver improved outcomes. The Getting it Right for Every Child proposals properly placed the child at the heart of children’s services. A unified approach, with less bureaucracy and more freedom to get on and respond to children’s needs, had been set out in line with the Scottish Executive’s vision for children. As the proposals received wide support, the implementation of the key proposals should be carried out as quickly as possible. This would mean bringing about changes in practice and developing the tools and material to support change. Pathfinder projects were developing and refining the approaches, which would be rolled out across Scotland without the need for legislation.


But it would be necessary to legislate on information sharing to protect children at risk. Provision would be made for that in the Protection of Vulnerable Groups Bill. Having given priority to a Bill to enact the Bichard recommendations, the Executive had decided to consult on a draft Bill in the autumn with a view to early introduction of legislation on the Getting it Right for Every Child proposals early in the next parliamentary session, should the incoming Administration wish to do so. In the draft Bill, provisions would be included to ensure that a robust, modern framework for children’s services was put in place and the children’s hearings system would be strengthened and modernised. 
SP 2006/0254
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Education Questions 

Scottish Parliament • Oral Questions, Education • 22 June 2006

D

uring questions to the Scottish Executive on education and young people, tourism, culture and sport, there were questions on cultural rights and entitlements of young people, homophobic bullying, after school care in Dumfries and Galloway and modern studies.
Cultural rights and entitlements of young people
Cathy Peattie (Lab, Falkirk East) asked the Scottish Executive what action it was taking to extend and promote cultural rights and to establish and deliver cultural entitlements for young people. The Minister for Tourism, Culture and Sport, Patricia Ferguson (Lab, Glasgow Maryhill) said that the Executive was preparing legislation to promote planning for cultural provision across the local authority sector. Together with the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities, a working group had been established which included local authority bodies and cultural agencies. The group would consider the best ways for local cultural entitlements to be delivered.

Cathy Peattie asked how young people could learn about and participate in Scotland's traditional arts, including music, song, dance, storytelling and language. Patricia Ferguson said that, under proposals and projects that were being funded through the Scottish Arts Council, a number of initiatives allowed young people to do that. The youth music initiative had an important traditional music role, and had been particularly important in the Highland Council area. The traditional musicians in schools scheme had also given children the chance to join in with performances from some of Fèis Rois's best tutors. 


Jamie McGrigor (Con, Highlands and Islands) asked if the new cultural entitlements legislation included a statutory duty on local authorities to deliver the entitlements, and would the proposal be cost neutral to local authorities. 

Patricia Ferguson said there was a statutory duty on local authorities to provide adequate provision for such matters in their area. She believed that such matters could best be dealt with by local authorities working with local community groups through cultural planning and the community planning process. Entitlements would not be made a statutory requirement for local government; instead authorities would be issued with helpful guidelines and examples of projects that they might wish to pursue.
Homophobic bullying
Iain Smith (LDP, North East Fife) asked the Scottish Executive what plans it had to implement the recommendations contained in Promoting Equal Opportunities in Education—Project Two: Guidance on Dealing with Homophobic Incidents. 


The Deputy Minister for Education and Young People, Robert Brown (LDP, Glasgow) said that any form of bullying in schools was unacceptable. That included bullying on the basis of a pupil’s sexual orientation or perceived sexual orientation. He welcomed the work of the research report to which Iain Smith referred, and would consult key stakeholders before deciding how to take matters forward.
After-school Care in Dumfries and Galloway
Dr Elaine Murray (Lab, Dumfries) asked the Scottish Executive what funding had been made available to Dumfries and Galloway Council this financial year for the provision of after-school care and when the council had been made aware of its allocation. 


The Minister for Education and Young People, Peter Peacock (Lab, Highlands & Islands) said that councils received a block grant for core services including after-school care. Dumfries and Galloway Council’s revenue grant for core services in 2006-07 was £251 million. That amount was confirmed in February, in the Local Government Finance (Scotland) Order 2006, although the council was first given provisional notification of it in December 2004.


Dr Murray was concerned that after-school clubs in her constituency were not made aware of their grant allocation until the middle of June month, which made it necessary for some to take out loans to pay their staff. She asked the Executive to encourage the council to ensure that such voluntary sector organisations were not subjected to such financial insecurity again.


Peter Peacock said it was regrettable that voluntary sector organisations, which did not generally have the security of funding that other organisations, had found it necessary to resort to taking out loans to finance their activities, especially given the fact that councils nowadays were given three-year budget allocations. One of the specific reasons why ministers moved to that position was not just to give the councils certainty of funding, but to enable them to pass on that certainty of funding to the organisations that they routinely funded. He hoped that all councils were paying attention to the needs of the voluntary sector in that regard. 
Modern Studies
Jim Mather (SNP, Highlands and Islands) asked the Scottish Executive what importance it attached to the teaching of modern studies in secondary schools. The Minister for Education and Young People, Peter Peacock, said that modern studies had a positive contribution to make to the purposes of education, therefore it would continue to play an important part in the school curriculum.


Mr Mather pointed out that in 2002, a group of secondary 2 modern studies students from Plockton High School were invited to the Parliament to celebrate the launch of the Parliament’s educational video Let’s Do Democracy. But the school had subsequently axed modern studies. Peter Peacock said that the ultimately issues were for the council and the school to decide. 


Lord James Douglas-Hamilton (Con, Lothians) said that it was incumbent on the Scottish Executive to explore all avenues for supporting schools in providing the broadest range of subjects to stimulate the broad range of children's aptitudes and interests. Limiting the choice of subjects would limit schools’ autonomy and therefore limit young people’s scope to realise their full potential.


The Minister admitted to broadly agreeing with Lord James. The curriculum review, which was under way, would change the way in which the curriculum was delivered in Scotland's schools. Young people would gradually select more specialisms if they stayed on at school. Alternatively, they would be able to choose the new skills for work courses that were being piloted, or they would be able to move to college earlier as new vocational choices were being made available.

SP 2006/0255
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Committees


The Education Committee did not meet last week. Its next meeting is on Wednesday 28 June. Its agenda includes consideration of the following negative statutory instruments: the Teachers’ Superannuation (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2006; the Education (Assisted Places) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2006; the St Mary’s Music School (Aided Places) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2006; the Education (Appeal Committee Procedures) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2006; and the Registration of Independent Schools (Scotland) Regulations 2006. The Committee will also consider a response from the Scottish Executive to the Committee’s pupil motivation inquiry and a draft Stage 1 report on the Adoption and Children (Scotland) Bill. 
___________________________________________________________________________________  

Delegated Legislation


There were seven statutory instruments on education that applied to Scotland issued last week. 
2006/316







Scotland 
The Education (Student Loans) Amendment (Scotland) Regulations 2006
Enabling power: Education (Student Loans) Act 1990, s. 1 (7), sch. 2, para. 1 (1) (a). 
Issued: 19.06.2006. Made: 06.06.2006. Laid before the Scottish Parliament: 07.06.2006. Coming into force: 01.08.2006. 
Effect: S.I. 1998/211 amended in relation to Scotland. Classification: general. £3.00. 

ISBN: 0110706307. 
2006/317







Scotland

The Education (Assisted Places) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2006. 
Enabling power: Education (Scotland) Act 1980, ss. 75A (9) (10), 75B. 
Issued: 19.06.2006. Made: 08.06.2006. Laid before the Scottish Parliament: 09.06.2006. Coming into force: 01.08.2006. 
Effect: S.S.I. 2001/222 amended. Classification: general. £3.00. ISBN: 0110706366. 
2006/318







Scotland 

The St Mary's Music School (Aided Places) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2006.
Enabling power: Education (Scotland) Act 1980, ss. 73 (f), 74 (1).
Issued: 19.06.2006. Made: 08.06.2006. Laid before the Scottish Parliament: 09.06.2006. Coming into force: 01.08.2006. Effect: S.S.I. 2001/223 amended. Classification: general. £3.00. ISBN: 0110706390. 

2006/322







Scotland

The Education (Appeal Committee Procedures) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2006.
Enabling power: Education (Scotland) Act 1980, ss. 28D (3), 28H (5) and Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Act 2004, s. 34, sch. 2, para. 6 (6). 
Issued: 21.06.2006. Made: 08.06.2006. Laid before the Scottish Parliament: 08.06.2006. Coming into force: 30.06.2006. 
Effect: S.I. 1982/1736 amended. Classification: general. £3.00. ISBN: 0110706765. 
2006/323







Scotland

The Education (Graduate Endowment, Student Fees and Support) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2006. 
Enabling power: Education (Scotland) Act 1980, ss. 49 (3), 73 (f), 73B, 74 (1) and Education (Fees and Awards) Act 1983, ss. 1, 2 and Education (Graduate Endowment and Student Support) (Scotland) Act 2001, s. 1.
Issued: 21.06.2006. Made: 06.06.2006. Laid before the Scottish Parliament: 08.06.2006. Coming into force: 30.06.2006. 
Effect: S.I. 1992/580; 1995/1739; 1997/93; 1999/1131; S.S.I. 2000/200; 2001/280; 2004/273 amended. Classification: general. £9.00. ISBN: 0110706773. 
2006/324







Scotland

The Registration of Independent Schools (Scotland) Regulations 2006. 
Enabling power: Education (Scotland) Act 1980, ss. 98 (3), 98A (2). 
Issued: 21.06.2006. Made: 08.06.2006. Laid before the Scottish Parliament: 08.06.2006. Coming into force: 01.07.2006. 
Effect: S.S.I. 2005/571 revoked. Classification: general. £3.00. ISBN: 0110706889. 

2006/326







Scotland

The Education (Student Loans for Tuition Fees) (Repayment and Allowances) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2006. 
Enabling power: Education (Scotland) Act 1990, ss. 73 (f), 73B, 74 (1). 
Issued: 21.06.2006. Made: 08.06.2006. Laid before the Scottish Parliament: 09.06.2006. Coming into force: 01.07.2006. 
Effect: S.S.I. 1999/1131; 2000/110 amended. Classification: general. £3.00. ISBN: 0110707117. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Westminster



There were no debates on education in Scotland in the House of Commons or the House of Lords last week. There was one early day motion on education tabled in the House of Commons by a Scottish MP. 

EDM 2414
HOLOCAUST AND VETERANS DAY
Proposer: Gordon Banks (Lab, Ochil and South Perthshire)

Date tabled: Tuesday 20 June, 2006 

Number of MPs signing: 58

That this House welcomes Veterans Day on 27th June; recognises with enormous gratitude the immense contribution made by veterans through the ages to the freedom enjoyed by those who live in all parts of the United Kingdom; further recognises that the courage and sacrifice of British servicemen made during the Second World War was paramount to saving victims of the Holocaust; notes that on 15th April 1945 British troops liberated the Bergen-Belsen Nazi concentration camp, rescuing tens of thousands of inmates from certain death; further notes the compassion, hope and freedom that liberators gave back to the Holocaust survivors, many of whom have prospered under the democratic values of the UK; and commends the work of organisations like the Royal British Legion and the Holocaust Educational Trust who work with war veterans and Holocaust survivors and help veterans and survivors to share their testimonies with younger generations in order to keep alive the memory of this defining episode in history.
	Banks, Gordon  
	

	Anderson, Janet 

Austin, Ian 
Berry, Roger 

Bottomley, Peter 

Campbell, Gregory 

Clapham, Michael 

Connarty, Michael 

Corbyn, Jeremy 

Davies, Philip 

Dean, Janet 

Devine, Jim 

Drew, David 

Duddridge, James 
Evans, Nigel 

Fabricant, Michael 

Farrelly, Paul 

Garnier, Edward 
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Goodwill, Robert 

Hancock, Mike 

Hemming, John 

Hermon, Sylvia 

Holmes, Paul 

Hunter, Mark 

Jackson, Glenda 

Jones, Helen 

Jones, Lynne 

Kawczynski, Daniel 

Kemp, Fraser 

Lancaster, Mark 

Laws, David 
Lloyd, Tony 

Loughton, Tim 

Luff, Peter 

MacNeil, Angus 

Marris, Rob 

McCarthy-Fry, Sarah 

Meale, Alan 

Moore, Michael 

Moss, Malcolm 

Penning, Mike 

Rosindell, Andrew 

Russell, Bob 
Scott, Lee 

Shapps, Grant 
Sheridan, Jim 

Simon, Sion 

Spink, Bob 

Taylor, David 

Teather, Sarah 

Todd, Mark 

Vis, Rudi 

Wareing, Robert N 

Waterson, Nigel 

Weir, Mike 

Williams, Betty 

Williams, Stephen 
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