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     This issue of EPM Wales/Cymru reports on education, children’s services and training debates in the Welsh Assembly, the House of Commons and the House of Lords from 19 to 23 June 2006. 


The full text of each debate is available electronically. To order a debate, send an email to epm@educationpublishing.com quoting the reference code given at the end of each report.  
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Welsh Assembly

Social Justice Annual Report 

Welsh Assembly • Debate • 20 June 2006

E

dwina Hart, Minister for Social Justice and Regeneration, presented the Social Justice Annual Report 2006 which she said “provides a comprehensive round-up of Assembly Government activity, and details the development and implementation of a wide range of policies and programmes aimed specifically at tackling poverty and exclusion”.  


Ms Hart noted “investment in children in their early years is particularly important” and drew attention to “a substantial financial commitment” funded by the Assembly’s budgets for more than 900 projects across Wales. On education, Ms Hart pointed out “we now have the foundation phase, the raising attainment and individual standards in education in Wales programme, and we have also had the further roll-out of education maintenance allowances in Wales”.

Lisa Francis (Con, Mid & West Wales) was concerned that the bulk of improvement in school performance since the mid 1990s took place before 2000 and that Wales does worse than any English region at GCSE level.

Mark Isherwood (Con, North Wales) noted that according to the Rowntree report, “the bulk of the improvement in school performance since the mid-1990s took place before 2000” and “since then… there has been little further progress”. He further noted that 7.5 per cent of 16-year-olds gain no GCSEs, that the proportion of young people aged 16 to 18 not in education or training had risen and that colleges “have suffered three years of core budget cuts”.  

Ms Hart, concluding the debate, stated “we accept that we are behind England at GCSE level, particularly in terms of our most disadvantaged children,” which she said was the reason for the introduction of “the raising attainment and individual standards in education programme” in Wales.  

WA 2006/0256
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Culture and Sport Questions 

Welsh Assembly • Oral Questions, Culture & Sport • 21 June 2006

D

uring oral questions to the Minister for Culture, Welsh Language and Sport, there were questions on supporting the Welsh language among young people, youth music and playing fields.

Supporting the Welsh language among young people

Sandy Mewies (Lab, Delyn) asked how the Welsh language was being promoted and supported among young people. Alun Pugh, the Minister for Culture, Welsh Language and Sport, confirmed his view that “young people are the key to the future of the Welsh language” and stated “are working hard to maximise the opportunities for young people to use the language in everyday and social situations”.  

Mr Mewies emphasised the importance of encouraging children from all backgrounds to participate and to use Welsh “in fun, engaging and inclusive ways” in order to better promote the use of the language throughout Wales.  

Lisa Francis (Con, Mid & West Wales) asked how the Government intended “to achieve the softer side” of the work of the Welsh Language Board. Mr Pugh confirmed research had demonstrated the importance of such work which had led to the investment of an additional £28 million in the Iaith Pawb process.  

Ieuan Wyn Jones (PC, Ynys Mon) questioned why Mr Pugh’s political party “rejects the idea of further legislation on language” to promote its use. Responding, Mr Pugh noted “there is consensus on taking the Welsh language forward, but there is not consensus on the means”.  

Youth Music

Following a request by Eleanor Burnham (LDP, North Wales) for a statement on Welsh Assembly Government support for youth music in Wales, Mr Pugh outlined the support provided by the Assembly Government for such initiatives.  However, Ms Burnham felt Wales’ “heritage and our future as a musical nation are under threat… because of a chronic lack of national funding and direction” and called for “a clear vision for youth music, and the funding necessary to resource it”.  

Mr Pugh noted the music development fund “is one of some £17 million run over a six-year period”, the budgets for which were held by the local education authorities who were responsible for music services.

Playing Fields

Michael German (LDP, South Wales East) asked why the Welsh Assembly Government had no record of the number of playing fields in Wales. Responding, Mr Pugh confirmed “there are approximately 2,000 playing fields in Wales on local authority records” which “vary from large multi-pitch formal sporting grounds to more informal recreational areas and kick-about pitches”.  

Mr German expressed his concern about the loss of Welsh playing fields and called on the Minister to follow England’s lead in counting playing fields “in order to have a national baseline on which they can judge the number of playing fields that are available”. Mr Pugh pointed out that in Wales “we do not have the acute pressures on land development and land values are not so high” and emphasised there was sufficient space in Wales “to allow for the development of our ambitious Climbing Higher agenda”.  

He emphasised his expectation that local authorities “have proper concern and regard for playing fields in terms of their planning developments” and noted the Sports Council “is a statutory consultee on planning applications that affect playing fields and aims to protect them in line with our general planning policy”.  

Janet Ryder (PC, North Wales) asked whether the current method of calculating less school playing field space for a child under the age of eight would be reviewed, in response to which Mr Pugh confirmed that the redevelopment of schools to make them fit for purpose by 2012 would include the question of playgrounds and playing fields.

WA 2006/0257
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Higher Education 

Welsh Assembly • Delegated Legislation • 21 June 2006

J

ane Davidson (Lab, Pontypridd), the Minister for Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills,  proposed the approval of the Higher Education Act 2004 (Commencement No. 2 and Transitional Provision) (Wales) (Amendment) Order 2006. The motion was carried unanimously, by 48 votes to nil, without a debate.
WA 2006/0258

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Committees


The Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills Committee met on Thursday 22 June. To consider the initial budget priorities for education lifelong learning and skills for 2006-07 to 2008-09. The Committee also considered the Graham Review into part time student support.

The Education Lifelong Learning and Skills Committee will meet on 5 July, 20 September, 5 October, 18 October, 9 November, 22 November and 7 December 2006.

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Westminster



There were no debates on education, children’s services or training in Wales in the House of Commons or the House of Lords last week. One Welsh MP did ask a question about young people, to the Department of Health. There was one early day motion in the House of Commons tabled by a Welsh MP. 
Health (Childhood Obesity) 

House of Commons • Oral Questions, Health • 20 June 2006

A

 question tabled by the Labour MP for the Rhondda, Chris Bryant, was the trigger for a brief discussion on childhood obesity during Tuesday’s session of oral questions to Ministers at the Department of Health.


Minister of State Caroline Flint (Lab, Don Valley) told Mr Bryant that 19.2 per cent of boys and 18.5 per cent of girls aged two to 15 were classified as obese.


Mr Bryant believed that there was a “virtual epidemic of obesity” among young people and that the positive messages of parents and schools were being undermined by the promotion through advertising of junk food. Ms Flint told him that consultation on measures to deal with the labelling and advertising of food were out to consultation at the moment. The options under consideration included a 50 per cent reduction in the number of advertisements promoting food or drinks with high fat, high salt and high sugar content to children.


Conservative Spokesman Andrew Murrison (Con, Westbury) told MPs that the National Audit Office had said that the Government’s public health strategy suffered from “poor co-ordination, inadequate leadership and a tendency to apply a myriad of initiatives that lack a credible evidence base”. The problem had been developing over 20 years, the Minister replied. Children did less exercise these days, he said. Guidance had been provided to those in primary care on weight loss and caring for children with obesity.
HC 2006/0246

EDM 2410
JOSEPH SCHOLES
Proposer: Chris Ruane (Lab, Vale of Clwyd)

Date tabled: Tuesday 20 June, 2006 

Number of MPs signing: 21

That this House recalls that on 24th March 2002, a deeply disturbed child, 16 year-old Joseph Scholes, hanged himself in Stoke Heath Young Offenders Institution, nine days into a two year custodial sentence; regrets that while Joseph's vulnerability was recognised, his allocation to Prison Service accommodation failed to meet the standard of care he required; notes that since 1990 29 children have died in penal custody, that the number of children sent to prison has doubled in the last 10 years, that more younger children are receiving custodial sentences and that concern has been expressed by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child and by the Joint Committee on Human Rights; further notes that, following Joseph Scholes' inquest, the Coroner exercised his duty to prevent the recurrence of fatalities by making a report to the Home Secretary advocating a public inquiry; is alarmed to learn that, since Joseph's death, another five children have died in similar circumstances; further notes that Joseph's mother, Yvonne Scholes has, with the assistance of INQUEST and NACRO, won the support of key penal and children's rights groups, as well as Members of both Houses, backing her call for an inquiry; and urges the Government to establish a full public inquiry to address the issues arising from the death of Joseph Scholes so that lessons can be learnt about the treatment of children throughout the criminal justice system.
	Ruane, Chris  
	

	Anderson, Janet 

Bottomley, Peter 

Campbell, Gregory 
Corbyn, Jeremy 

Devine, Jim 

Fisher, Mark 
Goodwill, Robert 

Hancock, Mike 

Hemming, John 

Humble, Joan 
Jackson, Glenda 

Jones, Lynne 

Keeble, Sally 
Meale, Alan 

Moon, Madeleine 

Spink, Bob 
Taylor, David 

Vis, Rudi 

Williams, Betty 

Williams, Stephen 
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Delegated Legislation


There was one statutory instruments on education that applied to Wales issued last week and one on children’s services that covered England and Wales..
2006/1343 (W.133)






Wales
The General Teaching Council for Wales (Functions) (Amendment) Regulations 2006
Enabling power: Teaching and Higher Education Act 1998, ss. 3 (3D), 4 (2) (ba) (d), 4A, 14 (3), 42 (6) (7). Issued: 19.06.2006. Made: 16.05.2006. Laid: -. Coming into force: 31.05.2006. 
Effect: S.I. 2000/1979 (W.140) amended. Classification: general. £3.00. ISBN: 0110913507. 

2006/1541







England and Wales
The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) (Amendment) Order 2006
Enabling power: Children Act 1989, sch. 11, part 1. 
Issued: 19.06.2006. Made: 13.06.2006. Laid: 15.06.2006. Coming into force: 06.07.2006. 
Effect: S.I. 1991/1677 amended. Classification: general. £3.00. ISBN: 0110747046. 
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Future Activity


17 July to 17 September, summer recess.
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