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Scottish Parliament

Capping Secondary School Rolls

Murray Tosh (West of Scotland) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S2W-24694 by Peter Peacock on 20 April 2006, whether decisions by education authorities to cap the rolls of secondary schools, to disallow placement requests from households resident in neighbouring local authority areas, are notified to the Executive and, if so, whether it will issue a list of those secondary schools which it knows to be subject to such placement restrictions. (S2W-26562)

Peter Peacock: Such local authority decisions in relation to individual schools are not required to be notified to the Scottish Executive.

19 June 2006
Nutrition

Marlyn Glen (North East Scotland) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what research it is carrying out into the extent to which beneficial changes in eating habits are being achieved through the Hungry for Success programme. (S2W-26603)

Peter Peacock: The implementation of the Scottish Executive’s Hungry for Success initiative is being monitored by HM Inspectorate of Education. Since August 2004, an inspection programme has been undertaken in primary and special schools which, by June 2006, will have seen 111 schools inspected. The inspection programme for secondary schools will begin in September 2006 and will run in conjunction with continued inspection of primary and special schools. In March 2005, an evaluation of the Free Fruit in Schools Initiative was also carried out. The report of the evaluation is available at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2005/12/21110322/03222.

Robin Harper (Lothians) (Green): To ask the Scottish Executive whether, given the proposed duty on local authorities to provide only school food which meets defined nutrient standards, it has any plans to intervene in private schools and nurseries which supply "junk" food to pupils. (S2W-26661)

Peter Peacock: Under the proposed Schools (Nutrition and Health Promotion) (Scotland) Bill it is intended that children placed in independent schools by local authorities will receive food and drink which meets defined nutrient standards. Local authority nurseries will also fall within the scope of the proposed bill.

Robin Harper (Lothians) (Green): To ask the Scottish Executive whether all food and drink provided in schools will be subject to the proposed duty on nutrient standards for school lunches, including that provided in private vending machines. (S2W-26662)

Peter Peacock: It is intended that, under the proposed Schools (Nutrition and Health Promotion) (Scotland) Bill, all food and drink provided to pupils in local authority schools, including that provided through vending machines, will require to meet defined nutrient standards.

19 June 2006
School Meals

Robin Harper (Lothians) (Green): To ask the Scottish Executive why it has not used its powers to extend the eligibility for free school meals in order to raise the number of children eligible for free school meals above the 23% officially classed as living in poverty. (S2W-26663)

Peter Peacock: The provision of free school meals is only one of many measures we have to abolish child poverty in Scotland. The Scottish Executive is targeting those most in need in a variety of ways, including implementing measures to increase uptake of free school meals by those entitled to them and to remove stigma associated with free school meals.

19 June 2006
Funding
Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive what revenue funding was allocated to local authorities for pre-school education (a) in total and (b) broken down by local authority in 2004-05. (S2W-26631)
Robert Brown: The following table contains a list of the Grant Aided Expenditure (GAE) allocations to local authorities (and an all Scotland total) for pre-school education in 2004-05.

This information is available on the Scottish Executive website at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/18209/GB0405.

It should be noted that these figures are not budgets or spending targets but part of the more complex local government funding formula used to allocate one block grant figure to each council. It is up to each council to decide how best to allocate their resources based on their local needs and priorities.

	
	GAE for Pre-School Education (£000)

	Scotland 
	146,264

	Aberdeen City 
	5,116

	Aberdeenshire
	7,644

	Angus
	3,313

	Argyll and Bute
	2,718

	Clackmannanshire
	1,474

	Dumfries and Galloway
	4,813

	Dundee City 
	4,074

	East Ayrshire
	3,372

	East Dunbartonshire 
	2,953

	East Lothian 
	2,696

	East Renfrewshire 
	2,737

	Edinburgh, City of
	11,053

	Eilean Siar
	894

	Falkirk 
	3,996

	Fife 
	9,488

	Glasgow City 
	16,013

	Highland 
	6,987

	Inverclyde
	2,208

	Midlothian 
	2,387

	Moray
	2,930

	North Ayrshire
	3,749

	North Lanarkshire 
	9,411

	Orkney Islands 
	689

	Perth and Kinross
	4,175

	Renfrewshire
	5,013

	Scottish Borders
	3,426

	Shetland Islands 
	1,023

	South Ayrshire
	2,860

	South Lanarkshire 
	8,611

	Stirling 
	2,741

	West Dunbartonshire 
	2,798

	West Lothian 
	4,901


Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive what the revenue expenditure on pre-primary education by local authorities was (a) in total and (b) broken down by local authority in 2004-05. (S2W-26632)
Robert Brown: The net revenue expenditure on pre-primary education in 2004-05 is shown in the following table.

The net revenue expenditure figures include a range of expenditure types, for example nursery schools, child care services and other under fives provision not located in primary or special schools.

Net revenue expenditure figures and grant aided expenditure (GAE) allocations are not directly comparable. GAE allocations make up the more complex local government funding formula used to allocate one block grant figure to each council. It is up to each council to decide how best to allocate their resources based on local need and priorities. A number of GAE allocations are relevant to the types of expenditure included in pre-primary education.

	
	£000

	Scotland
	242,225

	Aberdeen City
	7,115

	Aberdeenshire
	9,115

	Angus
	4,390

	Argyll and Bute
	4,403

	Clackmannanshire
	2,904

	Dumfries and Galloway
	6,510

	Dundee City
	6,877

	East Ayrshire
	7,111

	East Dunbartonshire
	4,103

	East Lothian
	4,246

	East Renfrewshire
	5,518

	Edinburgh, City of
	15,019

	Eilean Siar
	1,467

	Falkirk
	6,046

	Fife
	16,355

	Glasgow City
	39,165

	Highland
	8,370

	Inverclyde
	4,827

	Midlothian
	4,294

	Moray
	3,687

	North Ayrshire
	6,357

	North Lanarkshire
	15,998

	Orkney Islands
	805

	Perth and Kinross
	5,027

	Renfrewshire
	10,464

	Scottish Borders
	4,222

	Shetland Islands
	1,296

	South Ayrshire
	4,504

	South Lanarkshire
	11,709

	Stirling
	4,862

	West Dunbartonshire
	6,855

	West Lothian
	8,604


Source: LFR 1 (Education) Returns.

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive what revenue funding was allocated to local authorities for pre-school education per child (a) in Scotland and (b) broken down by local authority in 2004-05. (S2W-26633)
Robert Brown: Grant aided expenditure allocations for pre-school education are not made on a "per child" basis. There are a number of factors and indicators used in the formula for allocation including projections of numbers of three and four year olds and an element for rurality. Figures for the GAE allocations for 2004-05 for each local authority are provided in the answer to question S2W-26631 on 20 June 2006. They are available on the Scottish Executive website at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/18209/GB0405
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website the search facility for which can be at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/webapp/wa.search.

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive what the revenue expenditure by local authorities on pre-primary education was per child (a) in Scotland and (b) broken down by local authority in 2004-05. (S2W-26634)
Robert Brown: Net revenue expenditure data is not provided by local authorities on a per child basis. Information on net revenue expenditure by local authority is provided in the answer to question S2W-26632 on 20 June 2006. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: http://www.scotish.parliament.uk/webapp/wa.search.

Ms Rosemary Byrne (South of Scotland) (SSP): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S2W-25679 by Peter Peacock on 15 May 2006, what funds were allocated to local authority education departments for continuous professional development in each year from 1995-96 to 1998-99. (S2W-26769)
Peter Peacock: Funding for continuing professional development (CPD) from 1995-96 to 1998-99 would have come from local authorities general allocation. We are therefore unable to separately identify the amounts allocated for continuing professional development for these years. The agreement A Teaching Profession for the 21st Century contained a contractual requirement for each teacher to undertake an additional 35 hours CPD per year. To assist with the implementation of this initiative a separate allocation for CPD has been given to authorities since 2001-02.

20 June 2006
Dyslexia

Ms Rosemary Byrne (South of Scotland) (SSP): To ask the Scottish Executive what percentage of initial teacher training courses specifically address dyslexia awareness. (S2W-26754)

Peter Peacock: Initial teacher education courses do not include prescribed content covering dyslexia awareness. Student teachers do, however, receive an appropriate amount of tuition and guidance on how to recognise and support pupils with additional support needs, including dyslexia. The Executive has recently awarded Aberdeen University £1.39 million to establish a chair in inclusive education. The associated project aims to embed inclusive approaches in initial teacher education to enable teachers to better support and work with pupils who have literacy difficulties, including dyslexia, and other learning difficulties. The benefits of this approach will be rolled out to other universities in due course.

Ms Rosemary Byrne (South of Scotland) (SSP): To ask the Scottish Executive what percentage of postgraduate teacher training courses specifically address dyslexia awareness. (S2W-26755)

Peter Peacock: Postgraduate teacher education courses do not include prescribed content covering dyslexia awareness. However, student teachers on such courses do receive an appropriate amount of tuition and guidance on how to recognise and support pupils with additional support needs, including dyslexia. The Executive has recently awarded Aberdeen University £1.39 million to establish a chair in inclusive education. The associated project aims to embed inclusive approaches in initial teacher education to enable teachers to better support and work with pupils who have literacy difficulties, including dyslexia, and other learning difficulties. The benefits of this approach will be rolled out to other universities in due course.

21 June 2006
Health Promoting Schools

Donald Gorrie (Central Scotland) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it is taking to ensure that, as part of its Health Promoting Schools strategy, schools provide the time, space and opportunity for of outdoor play and encourage participation in it. (S2W-26808)

Peter Peacock: Physical activity is integral to the whole school approach to health promotion in schools. The Scottish Health Promoting Schools Unit (SHPSU), which supports the Executive’s commitment for all schools to become health promoting by 2007, includes a National Development Officer who has responsibility for the national programme for physical activity. The Active Schools programme aims to encourage increased physical activity by developing high quality opportunities for young people to participate in regular, frequent, safe and fun activities incorporating physical activity, sport, play and active travel. Over years 2003-06 the Scottish Executive has invested £24 million in this programme with further funding of £12 million for 2006-07. Currently, 32 Active Schools managers and more than 650 Active Schools co-ordinators are in post in local authorities and schools across Scotland.

Outdoor Education is a widely recognised and valued component for a rounded and rich educational experience. Over 2004-06, local authorities were awarded funding of £34 million for Study Support/Out of School Hours Learning provision. This includes opportunities for Outdoor Education.


The Executive is also funding a two-year programme - Outdoor Connections - which is being implemented by a National Development Officer seconded to Learning and Teaching Scotland. Outdoor Connections aims to continue the drive to improve the quality of learning experiences through various and diverse programmes and approaches and to secure a sustainable status for Outdoor Education as part of overall education and lifelong learning provision.


Sport 21, the national strategy for sport in Scotland, has a target "To make progress towards all schoolchildren taking part in at least two hours of high quality physical education classes a week". The Scottish Executive is committed to meeting the target of having an additional 400 Physical Education teachers in place by 2008. To this end, we announced in December 2005 additional funding to allow local authorities to recruit new teachers and we are working with teacher education institutions to increase the number of places available for PE students.

21 June 2006
Learning Environment
Karen Whitefield (Airdrie and Shotts) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it is taking to improve the learning environment for schoolchildren. (S2O-10314)
Peter Peacock: We are engaged in the biggest new school building and refurbishment programme in modern times, in expanding the numbers of teachers and support staff for teachers, and in creating more learning opportunities choices for pupils through curriculum reform. All these measures, among others, are supporting the learning environment for pupils.

22 June 2006
Sure Start Scotland

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how much was allocated under the Sure Start Scotland programme to (a) Argyll and Bute Council and (b) West Dunbartonshire Council in each year since 1999 and what the money was spent on. (S2W-26717)
Robert Brown: Grant Aided Expenditure for Sure Start Scotland in Argyll and Bute and West Dunbartonshire Councils was as follows:

	
	Argyll and Bute
	West Dunbartonshire

	1999-2000
	£117,000
	£232,000

	2000-01
	£230,000
	£334,000

	2001-02
	£306,000
	£450,000

	2002-03
	£306,000
	£450,000

	2003-04
	£372,000
	£548,000

	2004-05
	£578,000
	£797,000

	2005-06
	£875,000
	£1,205,000

	2006-07
	£980,000
	£1,229,000


Decisions on the allocation of Sure Start Scotland funding to specific projects are a matter for local authorities and has been spent in a range of ways to provide an integrated package of support for families with very young children. A robust mapping exercise, published in December 2005, provided a detailed picture of Sure Start Scotland services and their positive impact on children and families across all local authorities.

22 June 2006
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