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This issue of the EPM Weekly Bulletin sees a number of changes. With the enormous increase in educational activity in government – the number of debates this January is more than double the number last January – the size of the Bulletin has been getting ever larger to the extent that it is defeating its original purpose, which was as a brief overview that could be read quickly. We are therefore restricting coverage in the Bulletin to only Whitehall and Westminster. For those who do want a UK-wide view, we are introducing a new section, EPM Weekly UK List, which gives brief details about debates in all the parliamentary institutions of the UK. 


We are introducing a new section in the Bulletin that gives brief details of major announcements and publications from Whitehall. This includes Downing Street, both education departments and their agencies and any other government department or agency relevant to education, children’s services or training. More details about publications can be found in a new EPM section introduced this week, EPM Weekly Publications. 


We also introduce a new element to our coverage of the House of Lords. In partnership with the Midlands law firm of Browne Jacobson, we are adding law reports from the Lords in its capacity as a Court of Law. Court rulings from cases that effect policy will be reported here as they occur. 


From last week, when we introduced the new section EPM Weekly Committees – Westminster, we reduced some, though not all, of the information about committees which has also increased enormously in this Session. With these changes we hope that the Weekly Bulletin will be more useful to busy people in keeping track of the ever increasing amount going on in Whitehall and Westminster. 


This issue covers parliamentary activity connected with education, children’s services and training from 28 January to 1 February 2008 and future activity planned beyond that. New items added for the first time to the ‘Forthcoming’ sections below, or entries containing new information, are shown thus: ***  

______________________________________________________________________________________  

Main Items

Whitehall
DIUS/DWP White Paper: Ready to Work, Skilled for Work

Whitehall
Ofsted Report: Initial Teacher Training in FE

Whitehall
DIUS: Announcement on FE Workforce Strategy

House of Commons
Oral Questions, DCMS: Sport and Visits to Museums 

House of Commons
Debate: Teenage Pregnancies 

House of Commons
PMQs: Apprenticeships; Sure Start; Rural Schools

House of Commons
Debate: Holocaust Memorial Day

House of Commons
Select Committee: Special Report, Creative Partnerships

House of Lords
Debate: Teaching Geography in Schools

House of Lords
Debate: Child Poverty

House of Lords
Law Report: Judgement on Abuse Victims
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Monday 28 January

Publication of White Paper on skills by DIUS and DWP

The Department for Work and Pensions and the Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills published the White Paper, Ready to Work, Skilled for Work: Unlocking Britain’s Talent, Cm 7316. The White Paper is reviewed in the new EPM section, EPM Weekly Publications.

Tuesday 29 January

Publication of Ofsted report on initial teacher training in FE

Ofsted published a report on further education. Initial Teacher Training of Further Education Teachers is available only from the Ofsted website.


Wednesday 30 January

Announcement on Teach First scheme

The Government announced that graduate trainee teachers on the Teach First scheme will help disadvantaged children in London, the Black Country and Greater Manchester to apply for the right courses at the most demanding universities.

Wednesday 30 January

Further Education Workforce Strategy announcement

Bill Rammell, minister for lifelong learning, further and higher education, announced measures to tackle skills shortages through the Further Education Sector Workforce Strategy.
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Debates


Monday 28 January

Oral Questions, DCMS 


HC 2008/0058

Questions to the DCMS included those on sports for girls and children visiting museums.


Tuesday 29 January

Westminster Hall Debate


HC 2008/0059

Children. Chris Bryant (Lab, Rhondda) introduced a debate on Government policy on teenage pregnancies.


Tuesday 29/Thursday 31 January
Legislation, Committee Stage

HC 2008/0060/61

The Education and Skills Bill in Committee. (This is now reported in the new section, EPM Weekly Committees – Westminster.)


Wednesday 30 January

Oral Questions, Prime Minister

HC 2008/0062

Three relevant issues were raised at PMQs, these being apprenticeships, Sure Start and rural primary schools.


Thursday 31 January

Topical Debate



HC 2008/0063

Holocaust. Parmjit Dhanda (Lab, Gloucester), Parliamentary Under Secretary for Communities and Local Government, proposed a debate on Holocaust Memorial Day. 


Friday 1 February

Legislation, Second Reading

HC 2008/0064

SEN. The Special Educational Needs (Information) Bill, a Private Member’s Bill introduced by Mrs Sharon Hodgson (Lab, Gateshead, East and Washington, West) was Read a second time. 
Allied Activity


Thursday 31 January. Child abuse. Sir Paul Beresford (Con, Mole Valley) introduced an adjournment debate on data encryption and child abuse.

***
Wednesday 6 February. Internet abuse. Adjournment debate. Hugo Swire (Con, East Devon) will introduce a debate on protecting children from internet content.

Committees

Further information about Committee activity is given in the new section, EPM Weekly Committees – Westminster.  



Monday 28 January. The Children, Schools and Families Select Committee published Creative Partnerships and the Curriculum: Government Response to the Eleventh Report from the Education and Skills Committee, Session 2006-07, its First Special Report of the Session 2007/08 (HC 266). The report is reviewed in this week’s issue of EPM Weekly Committee’s – Westminster. 


Monday 28 January. The Children, Schools and Families Select Committee took evidence for its inquiry into testing and assessment.
***
Tuesday 29 January. The Innovation, Universities and Skills Select Committee announced that it is to hold an inquiry into engineering. The deadline for submitting evidence is Friday 15 March.

Wednesday 30 January. The Children, Schools and Families Select Committee took evidence for its inquiry into the diversity of school provision.
EDMs

There were four relevant early day motions tabled last week, covering engineering, defence training, the protection of village schools and child executions. 

Written Ministerial Statements


On Monday 28 January John Denham, Secretary of State for Innovation, Universities and Skills, published a statement on the Command Paper, Ready to Work, Skilled for Work: Unlocking Britain’s Talent.


On Thursday 31 January Jim Knight, Minister of State for Schools and Learners at the Department for Children, Schools and Families, published a statement on the dedicated schools grant.

On Thursday 31 January Bob Ainsworth, the Minister of State for the Armed Forces at the Ministry of Defence, published a statement on the Defence Training Review Rationalisation Programme/BORONA Programme.

 Future Activity


Monday 4 February. Oral questions to DCSF ministers.

***
Wednesday 6 February. Westminster Hall Debate. Anthony Steen (Con, Totnes) will introduce a debate on enforced criminal activity by children.

***
Thursday 7 February. The House will rise for the Spring recess at the close of business. It returns on Monday 18 February.

***
Thursday 21 February. Oral questions to DIUS ministers.
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Debates


Tuesday 29 January

Oral Question



HL 2008/0065

Bursaries in HE. Baroness Sharp of Guildford (LDP, Life) asked HMG: “In the light of the recent report by the Office for Fair Access, what steps they will take to encourage a better take-up of bursaries by poorer students, especially at older universities?”


Thursday 31 January

Oral Question



HL 2008/0066

Children. Lord Harrison (Lab, Life) asked Her Majesty’s Government: “What progress they have made towards meeting the 78 recommendations made in 2002 by the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child regarding children’s rights in the United Kingdom?”

Court Cases

In a landmark judgment handed down on 30 January the House of Lords (in its role as a Court of Law) has effectively extended the deadline for some abused victims seeking compensation from their abusers. In some sectors this will also affect employers of those abusers, particularly in health, social care and education. A law report is contained in the House of Lords section of this week’s issue of EPM Weekly Debates – Westminster. 

Allied Activity


Tuesday 29 February. Child Maintenance and Other Payments Bill in Grand Committee, day 1.


Thursday 1 February. Child Maintenance and Other Payments Bill in Grand Committee, day 2.


Monday 4 February. Oral Question. Baroness Cumberlege (Con, Life) to ask HMG: “What is their plan to manage post-graduate medical education?”


Tuesday 5 February. Child Maintenance and Other Payments Bill in Grand Committee, day 3.


Thursday 7 February. Child Maintenance and Other Payments Bill in Grand Committee, day 4.

Committees


No relevant activity.

Future Activity


Monday 4 February. Legislation. The Children and Young Persons Bill [HL] Report Stage.


Wednesday 6 February. Oral Question. Lord Judd (Lab, Life) will ask HMG: “What is their response to the recommendation of INQUEST in its submission on the Review of Restraint that an independent inquiry should be established to examine the wider issues concerning the treatment of children in the youth justice system?”

***
Thursday 7 February. The House will rise for the Spring recess at the close of business. It returns on Monday 18 February.

***
Monday 18 February. The Children and Young Persons Bill Report Stage. 

***
Tuesday 19 February. The Sale of Student Loans Bill Second Reading.
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