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The House of Commons

Department for Children, Schools and Families

Academies: General Certificate of Secondary Education

Mr. Laws: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what his latest estimates are of the proportion of pupils in academies obtaining (a) five or more A* to C GCSEs and (b) five or more A* to C GCSEs, including Mathematics and English. [170196]

Jim Knight: The amended Key Stage 4 results for 2007 show that, excluding former CTCs, a total of 36 academies have GCSE results for 2007. The percentage of pupils in academies with five or more grades A*-C in 2007 was 43.7 per cent.; and the percentage with five or more grades A*-C including English and maths was 25.2 per cent. For the 20 academies with results in both 2006 and 2007 the percentage achieving five plus A*-C increased by 8.1 percentage points which is more than three times the increase of 2.6 percentage points seen nationally (maintained, mainstream, CTCs and academies). If English and maths is included, results in academies have risen by 5.1 percentage points which is two and a half times greater than the increase of 1.8 percentage points seen nationally.

Mr. Laws: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families how many academies have performance figures for five or more GCSE exams at grades A* to C, including mathematics and English, of below 30 per cent. in the most recent year for which figures are available. [163310]

Jim Knight: The latest school level GCSE data is for 2007. In that year, 26 out of the 40 academies with results had less than 30 per cent. of their pupils achieving five+ A* to C including English and maths.

Results for 2006 showed that 18 out of the 24 academies that had results in that year had less than 30 per cent. of their pupils achieving five+ A* to C including English and maths.

28 January 2008
Children: Travelling People

Mr Donohoe:To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families (1) how many children from the Traveller community are registered for primary education in England and Wales; [181006]

(2) how many children from the Traveller community are registered for secondary education in England and Wales. [181009]

Jim Knight: Figures refer to England only. In 2007 there were 2,840 pupils of Traveller of Irish heritage background and 5,370 pupils of Gypsy/Roma background at primary schools and there were 1,040 pupils who were of Traveller of Irish heritage background and 2,610 pupils of Gypsy/Roma background at secondary schools.


We know that this does not reflect the correct number of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller children and young people in our schools as many parents and pupils from these communities fear bullying and prejudice if they identify themselves in school census data. The Department will publish “The Inclusion of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Children and Young People” a guidance document for local authorities and schools in February 2008. This will offer a range of strategies to encourage Gypsy, Roma and Traveller parents and children to self-ascribe their ethnicity in school census data collection.

The figures have been taken from the annual publication “Schools and Pupils in England; January 2007 (Final)” which is available at: http://www.dfes.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR.s000744/index.shtml.

For information on Wales I refer my hon. Friend to the Welsh Assembly.

28 January 2008
Gifted Children

Mr. Laws: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families how many teachers have been trained as lead teachers for gifted and talented education in each year since 1997; and if he will make a statement. [177214]

Jim Knight: The training programme for lead teachers in gifted and talented education began to be rolled out in September 2007. It is intended that every secondary school will have a lead teacher and that small groups of primary schools will share a lead teacher, though they can choose to have one of their own. Data on numbers undertaking the initial face-to-face sessions will not be available until March 2008. Survey evidence suggests training is under way in over 80 per cent. of local authorities, though with some variation in the proportion of schools so far engaged. The national strategies are monitoring participation carefully and, through local authorities, will strongly encourage all schools to participate.

28 January 2008
Primary Education

Mr. Laws: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families by what date English local 

authorities must submit their plans for primary school reorganisation; and if he will make a statement. [181793]

Jim Knight: To access funding for the primary capital programme, English local authorities must submit by 16 June 2008 a primary strategy for change. This document must set out how they will use available funding strategically to renew at least half of all primary schools by 2022-23. Guidance issued on 8 December 2007 states that the strategy should take into account the views and aspirations of local stakeholders and support the delivery of the national policy objectives set out in the Children’s Plan. It will be for local authorities to determine whether this will require any reorganisation of primary school provision and, if so, to publish statutory proposals at the appropriate time.

28 January 2008
Schools: Armed Forces

Robert Key: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families whether the annual schools census in 2008 will include collection of data on children of families in military service. [179551]

Jim Knight: The School Census is on a termly basis and is carried out in spring, summer and autumn.

A data item new for 2008 is being collected, namely ‘Service Children in Education Indicator’; which indicates if a child has a parent or parents who are service personnel, serving in regular HM Forces military units of all forces and exercising parental care and responsibility; This data item is collected in the spring census only.

28 January 2008
Schools: Rural Areas

Mr. McLoughlin: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what steps are being taken to safeguard effective rural school provision. [181156]

Jim Knight: Local authorities, as commissioners of educational services, are responsible for planning school places in their area. They have a duty to ensure that there is sufficient supply to meet local needs, and that high quality education is provided in a cost effective way. Because we recognise that rural schools play an important role within their local communities we have taken, and will continue to take, measures to support both schools and communities in rural areas. For example, in 1998 we introduced a presumption against closing rural primary schools which means that, although we cannot guarantee that no rural school will ever close, the case for closure needs to be strong and clearly in the best interests of education provision in the area. In the Education and Inspections Act 2006 we introduced a statutory duty on those proposing to close a rural primary school to consult parents of pupils registered at the school; the district council for the area in which the school is situated; if the local authority is a county council, any parish council for the area in which the school is situated; and any other relevant person(s).

28 January 2008
Secondary Education: Teaching Methods

Mr. Hoban: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families (1) when every secondary school pupil will have a personal tutor throughout their school years; [180469]

(2) what funding will be provided to enable every secondary school pupil to have a personal tutor throughout their school years; [180470]

(3) what plans there are to give every secondary school pupil a personal tutor throughout their school years. [180471]

Jim Knight: Personal tutors will be members of staff who take responsibility for monitoring the academic and personal development of individual pupils in the round; working with their parents and other professionals to co-ordinate a tailored package of support which helps all pupils make the best possible progress. The tutors were announce in the Children’s Plan, and build on recommendations made in “2020 Vision”—the report of the Teaching and Learning in 2020 Review led by Christine Gilbert and published in January 2007—that every secondary school pupil should have a ‘learning guide’. Our aim is that every secondary school pupil will have access to a personal tutor by the end of the Comprehensive Spending Review period (March 2011). Funding for personal tutors is provide within schools’ base budgets, via local authorities, through the Dedicated Schools Grant’s Personalised Learning strand. The 2008-11 CSR provides £1.6 billion within schools’ base budgets to ensure that schools have the capacity to deliver Personalised Learning as a whole, including personal tutors. This work is in the planning and research stage. We are currently undertaking a programme of school visits to inform potential delivery models and decisions about piloting.

28 January 2008
Specialised Diplomas

Mr. Laws: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what estimate he has made of the proportion of young people who will be studying for diplomas in 2013; and if he will make a statement. [181791]

Jim Knight: Initial modelling suggests that around one in four 14 to 19-year-old learners will be undertaking one of the first 14 diplomas from September 2013. This is not a target, but a working model to help with planning, and it will be updated regularly to reflect current information.

28 January 2008
Teachers

Anne Main: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what his Department’s definition of a bad teacher is. [177026]

Jim Knight: Performance management arrangements, introduced for teachers in England, in September 2007, are designed to establish a clear and consistent process of planning and assessment so that teachers and head teachers understand what is expected of them, and that support teachers and head teachers in addressing their professional development needs. The revised arrangements introduce a more structured approach to the planning meeting at the beginning of the year, including clarity about how performance will be assessed at the end.


In order for performance management to operate in a fair and transparent way, teachers must know what is required of them before any assessment can be made. The framework of professional standards for teachers, introduced in September 2007, helps to provide this context. The standards are statements of a teacher’s professional attributes; professional knowledge and understanding, and professional skills. They provide clarity of the expectations at each career stage and support teachers in identifying their professional development needs. The framework for standards will, therefore, provide a backdrop to the revised performance management arrangements.


Effective management, clear expectations and appropriate support are key factors in addressing weaknesses in performance. Ongoing professional dialogue will enable any such issues to be identified early, thereby avoiding the need for formal capability procedures in most cases. Where a teacher’s capability is still in question after all normal avenues have been exhausted then formal capability procedures should be instigated, in line with locally agreed practice.

28 January 2008
Antisocial Behaviour

James Brokenshire: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what mechanisms have been established to co-ordinate policy on youth crime and antisocial behaviour with other Departments. 

[167118]

Beverley Hughes: Government’s response to youth crime is cross-cutting. Home Office retains the lead on crime and antisocial behaviour, and is overseeing the development of the forthcoming Youth Crime Action Plan (YCAP). The Department has lead policy responsibility for youth crime prevention, while the newly established Joint Youth Justice Unit (shared between my Department and the Ministry of Justice) is responsible for advising Ministers about the youth justice system.


Youth offending is linked to a number of other negative outcomes, including substance misuse, teenage pregnancy and truancy. That is why the Paths to Success PSA sets out our vision for a more integrated approach to supporting vulnerable young people. Progress will be overseen by the Ministerial Committee on Families, Children and Young People and monitored by a cross-cutting official-level Board led by my Department.


The Youth Taskforce has been created within my Department to help drive improvements in integrated delivery for young people across a range of outcomes, including tackling youth crime and antisocial behaviour, and will publish an action plan in the spring setting out how it will do so.

29 January 2008
Autism

Mike Gapes: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what steps he plans to take to improve the services offered by his Department for people with autism and Aspergers' syndrome in the next 10 years. [181560]


Kevin Brennan: The Department for Children, Schools and Families does not offer services for people with autism and Asperger's syndrome directly. However, the Department, through the national strategies, will continue to implement its long-term special educational needs (SEN) strategy removing barriers to achievement, aimed at bringing improvements in provision for all children with SEN, including those with autistic spectrum disorders. Part of the strategy is the inclusion development programme which in its next phase will focus on autism, developing practical materials to help teachers address autistic children's needs and providing cascaded training for school staff. The Department's Autism Working Group will be involved in this initiative and will continue to play a part in the Department's support for improvements in autism provision.


The Department will continue to work with partners to improve provision for disabled children and their families. Under aiming high for disabled children over the coming three years we will be working with local authorities and others to improve information for parents, the provision of short breaks and support for young people at transition to adulthood, all extremely important areas of provision for children with autism and their families. We will also work with the voluntary, independent and statutory organisations represented by the Autism Education Trust, which we are helping to establish with set-up funding, to bring further improvements to provision for autistic children and their families.

29 January 2008
Children's Centres: Standards

Annette Brooke: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families in which (a) regions and (b) local authority areas has the target to provide a Sure Start Children’s Centre for every community by 2008 been met to date. [178700]

Beverley Hughes: The target for a Sure Start children’s centre for every community is 2010 not 2008. Local authorities in all regions are making good progress and we are on course to achieve the Government’s interim target of 2,500 Sure Start children’s centres by 2008.

29 January 2008
Education Visits: Bureaucracy

Harry Cohen: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what steps he is taking to reduce the administrative burdens associated with undertaking an outdoor school trip. [182920]


Jim Knight: In the Children’s Plan published earlier this month we said that we will ensure that schools and local authorities take a proportionate approach to health and safety to allow children to take risks while staying safe. Through the Learning Outside the Classroom Manifesto we are already working with local authorities, sector bodies and school work force representatives to provide up to date guidance, resources and training modules. These will make it clear that all young people should experience the world beyond the classroom as an essential part of their learning and personal development whatever their age or circumstances, and provide schools with the tools they need to make these opportunities available. We are also standardising quality and safety accreditation schemes so that schools can be confident in using external venues. This work includes revising our existing guidance “The Health and Safety of Pupils on Educational Visits” and we will expect local authorities to adopt these straightforward procedures when the guidance becomes available later this year.

29 January 2008
Pupils: Offensive Weapons

Mr. Hoban: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families (1) what guidance his Department provides on procedures for dealing with (a) guns, (b) knives and (c) other weapons after they have been confiscated by teachers from students; [182745]

(2) what guidance his Department has given to (a) schools and (b) teachers on their powers to confiscate weapons from students; [182780]

(3) how many (a) guns, (b) knives and (c) other weapons have been confiscated by teachers from (i) primary school students and (ii) secondary school students in each of the last 12 months; [182781]

(4) how many teachers in (a) primary and (b) secondary schools have confiscated (i) guns, (ii) knives and (iii) other weapons from pupils in each of the last 12 months. [182783]

Jim Knight: We have issued guidance to school staff on how to comply with the law when they screen pupils at random or search, without consent, a pupil whom they suspect has a weapon. Our guidance includes advice on the power to seize anything that could be used as an offensive weapon and states that any suspected illegal weapon, once seized after a search or screening, must be delivered to the police as soon as is reasonably practical. The guidance, ‘Screening and Searching of Pupils for Weapons: Guidance for School Staff’(May 2007) is at http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/healthandsafety/schoolsecurity. We do not collect data on the confiscation of weapons by school staff.

29 January 2008
School Meals

Mr. Laws: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what methodology his Department and the Schools Food Trust use to access the take-up of school meals in (a) primary and (b) secondary schools; and if he will make a statement. [181790]

Kevin Brennan: Since 2006, the School Food Trust (SFT) has undertaken an annual survey of all local authorities, which has asked them to provide information about school lunch take-up, both primary and secondary, in their area. School lunch take-up is now included in the local government National Indicator Set and is an indicator for PSA 12 of the 2007 Comprehensive spending review (‘improve the health and wellbeing of children and young people’). Following these developments, the Department is working with the Trust to develop a standard methodology for collecting school lunch take-up information for future SFT surveys. We will shortly be consulting key stakeholders before making a final decision on that future methodology.

29 January 2008
Schools: Work Experience

Mr. Hayes: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what his policy is on work experience at schools. [181036]

Jim Knight: The Education Act 2002 introduced from September 2004 an entitlement for all pupils to a programme of work related learning at Key Stage 4 (14 to 16-year-olds). Work related learning may be provided in a number of ways, including through work experience. It is Government policy that young people should participate in work experience at Key Stage 4. 95 per cent. of young people do so and there is good evidence that the vast majority of them and the employers that provide the places enjoy and value their experience. A minimum of 10 days work-experience will be a requirement of Diplomas.

29 January 2008
Teachers: Sign Language

Sarah Teather: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families (1) what standard of British Sign Language attainment is required of teachers of the deaf; [181230]

(2) what comparative assessment he has made of the educational progress of deaf children taught using British Sign Language and those taught using total communication. [181231]

Kevin Brennan: Where qualified teachers wish to specialise in teaching children with a sensory impairment, including a hearing impairment, they must obtain an additional mandatory qualification (MQ). The current specification for MQ courses includes the expectation that participants successfully completing the MQ for teachers of pupils with hearing impairment should have a minimum competence in signing, equivalent to the CACDP (Council for the Advancement of Communication with Deaf People) Stage 1 qualification. The Training and Development Agency for Schools is currently reviewing the MQ specification, which has included detailed consultation with the approved MQ providers and a range of other interested parties. The Department has made no comparative assessment of the educational progress of deaf children taught using British Sign Language and those taught using total communication.

29 January 2008
Teaching: Hearing Impaired

Michael Gove: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families (1) what research his Department has commissioned on effective teaching for deaf and hearing impaired pupils in the last 10 years; [178674]

(2) what guidance his Department gives to local authorities on the placement of deaf and hearing-impaired children. [183288]

Kevin Brennan: In July 1998, the then Department for Education and Employment commissioned a review of the literature on the educational achievements of deaf children and young people. While the report suggested that deaf and hearing impaired learners do lag behind their hearing peers in their achievements in mathematics and reading it also found that the presence of additional child difficulties, language used in the home and socio-economic status, appear to be more stable predictors of exam success than the degree of hearing loss. The report also found that in many studies, degree of hearing loss itself does not correlate with educational achievement. In those studies where there is a relationship between the two, the correlation may well be attributable to other, latent factors. However, the Government are committed to narrowing the attainment gap between deaf children and their peers. We are currently working with the National Deaf Children's Society and the Royal National Institute for Deaf People to improve the availability of data in order to establish an accurate picture of this attainment gap and take steps to reduce it.


Regarding guidance the Department gives to local authorities on the placement of deaf and hearing-impaired children, the SEN code of practice provides practical advice to all local authorities, maintained schools, early education settings and others on carrying out their statutory duties to identify, assess and make provision for children's special educational needs. All these parties are required to have regard to the code.

29 January 2008
Teenage Pregnancy Unit

Mrs. May: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families (1) whether the Teenage

Pregnancy Unit has responsibility to develop measures to combat, or respond to, incidents of violence against women; [182736]

(2) what research the Teenage Pregnancy Unit has conducted into the proportion of pregnant teenagers who are victims of (a) rape and (b) domestic violence. [182737]

Beverley Hughes: The Teenage Pregnancy Unit in the Department does not have responsibility to develop measures to combat, or respond to, incidents of violence against women generally. This is the responsibility of my right hon. Friend, the Home Secretary. No research has been commissioned by the Department for Children, Schools and Families specifically into the proportion of pregnant teenagers who are the victims of rape and domestic violence. However, we know from research that the Teenage Pregnancy Unit in the Department has done those teenagers experiencing coercive and exploitative relationships are at much greater risk of early pregnancy. That is why in ‘Teenage Pregnancy Next Steps: Guidance for Local Authorities and Primary Care trusts on Effective Delivery of Local Strategies’ published by DFES in 2006 we emphasised that LAs should have mechanisms in place to identify the young woman most at risk of such relationships and early pregnancy.


29 January 2008


Truancy: Fines

Mr. Hoban: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families how many parents have been fined for failing to ensure their children attend school in each of the last 12 months; what the total amount of fines for each of these months was; and what the (a) maximum and (b) minimum fine was. [182765]

Kevin Brennan: The information is not available in the form requested. The Department collects data on the number of penalty notices issued by local authorities to parents in respect of the offence of failing to ensure regular school attendance. The latest available data (for the school year 2006-07) shows that 14,625 parents were issued with penalty notices. The penalty is £50 if paid within 28 days rising to £100 if paid after 28 days but within 42 days. The Ministry of Justice also collects data on the number of parents prosecuted under sections 444(1) and 444(1A) (the aggravated offence of parents knowing that their children are not attending school regularly) of the Education Act 1996. In 2006, there were 2,952 parents who received fines from the courts after being found guilty of the offence. We do not collect information on the amount of the fines imposed by the courts.

29 January 2008
Building Schools for the Future Programme

Mr. Laws: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what assessment he has made on the impact of the Building Schools for the Future project on the future budgets of (a) schools and (b) local authorities; and if he will make a statement. [181802]

Jim Knight: 21(st) century school buildings, built to current high quality and sustainability standards, should have lower running and maintenance costs than the unsuitable and time-expired buildings which they will replace. They will allow more resource s to be focused on the core activities of improving children’s attainment and life chances.


In addition, as part of the work undertaken for the initial pilot projects, the Department reviewed the funding for PFI projects to ensure that the contribution that local authorities and schools make to the unitary charge was affordable. This had the effect of increasing the level of support from central Government for PFI projects than was the case prior to BSF.

30 January 2008
Special Educational Needs

Mr. Laws: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what proportion of referred children received a provisional assessment of special educational needs statement within 18 weeks in each year since 1997, broken down by local authority; and if he will make a statement. [181798]

Kevin Brennan: Children may be referred to their local authority for a statutory assessment of special educational needs through: a request from their school or setting; a request from their parent; or a referral by another agency. The local authority must then decide whether to conduct an assessment based on the initial evidence provided. The Government do not hold data on the total number of children referred for a statutory assessment.


Following a statutory assessment, the local authority must decide whether or not a child should receive a statement. The number of children in each local authority who receive a statutory assessment but do not receive a statement is recorded and is set out for each ear from 1998 below.


The Audit Commission publishes figures on the proportion of draft statements issued by each local authority within 18 weeks of the start of the statutory assessment process. This information(1), broken down by local authority is available from http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk

(1) Best Value Performance Indicator 43a and b give the proportion of draft statements issued within 18 weeks excluding and including the permitted exceptions to the time limits respectively since 2000-01. The proportion of draft statements issued within 18 weeks excluding exceptions was collected as indicator K12b from 1997-98 until 1999-2000 and as indicator K10b in 1996-97.

30 January 2008
Autism

Mr. Kidney: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what mechanisms his Department has in place to ensure the continuity of local education authority services provided to children with autism and Asperger’s syndrome as they make the transition to adulthood. [183401]

Kevin Brennan: The “Special Educational Needs (SEN) Code of Practice” (2001) sets out a statutory transition planning process, beginning in year 9, for all young people with SEN statements, including those with autism and Asperger’s syndrome. The Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) and the Department of Health (DH) have recently published “a transition guide for all services: key information for professionals about the transition process for disabled young people” (2007) to help local authorities and others improve the effectiveness of transition planning.


“Aiming High for Disabled Children” (HM Treasury/DCSF, 2007) announced a £19 million Transition Support Programme over 2008-09 to 2010-11 partly to encourage “joint team working across agencies and with adult services to encourage a holistic approach, and choice and control for young people”. This programme will consider the particular issue of continuity of services as disabled children pass into adulthood.


For young people with autism and Asperger’s syndrome in particular, DCSF and DH published “Autistic Spectrum Disorders: Good Practice Guidance” (2002). This includes pointers to good practice for schools, local authorities, Connexions and the Learning and Skills Council on transitions for these young people.

31 January 2008
Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills

Specialised Diplomas

Mr. Hayes: To ask the Secretary of State for Innovation, Universities and Skills what mechanisms he plans to employ to train teachers to prepare pupils studying for the new school diplomas; where he expects such training to be delivered; what organisations in the (a) public and (b) private sector he expects to deliver such training; and if he will make a statement. [180441]

Mr. Lammy: My colleagues in the Department of Children, Schools and Families are providing a nationwide programme of free training and support to prepare staff in schools and further education (FE) colleges to teach the first five Diplomas and functional skills.


This work is being delivered through eight partner organizations from the school and FE sectors. These are the national college of School Leadership (NCSL), the Centre for Excellence in Leadership (CEL), the Training and Development Agency for Schools (TDA), Lifelong Learning UK (LLUK), the Quality Improvement Agency (QIA), the Specialist Schools and Academies trust (SSAT), the National Assessment Agency (NAA) and the Secondary National Strategies (SNS).


To prepare teachers and lecturers to deliver Diplomas, QIA and SSAT offer a three-day training package to all Diploma practitioners, which covers the Diploma model, employer engagement, and is developed in conjunction with Sector Skills Councils. The training events are delivered in a range of venues with at least one of the days delivered on site in a relevant occupational setting. The face-to-face training is supplemented by a range of electronic and hard copy materials and access to local teacher development networks.


We are also working closely with the awarding bodies that will be offering diploma qualifications to ensure that their offer of support to schools and colleges complements this range of training.

30 January 2008
Graduates: Debts

Dr. Kumar: To ask the Secretary of State for Innovation, Universities and Skills what steps he plans to take to minimise debt among young graduates from poor backgrounds. [179649]

Bill Rammell: The current package of student support is the most comprehensive ever provided. From 2008/09 onwards, we will help more students with non-repayable finance. Two-thirds of full-time students will receive a full or partial grant, and non-means-tested loans will be available to all. Student loans are repayable only after leaving higher education and repayments only commence when income exceeds the earnings threshold(1). All borrowers, regardless of their age or background, benefit from a zero real rate of interest and the option to defer repayments if they are in financial difficulties. Those who are due to start repaying their loans from 2012 will be able to take a repayment holiday for up to five years. For those who never earn enough to afford to repay, outstanding loan balances will eventually be written off.

Not all young graduate debt is student loan debt. Some young graduates borrow elsewhere at commercial interest rates. Current provisions should minimise the need for those who hold student loans to top up these loans by borrowing elsewhere.

(1 )For pre-1998 loans, the threshold is 85 per cent. of national average earnings (currently approximately £25,000). For post-1998 income-contingent loans, borrowers repay 9 per cent. of income exceeding £15,000.

31 January 2008
Vocational Training: Cost Effectiveness

Mr. Hayes: To ask the Secretary of State for Innovation, Universities and Skills (1) what cost-benefit assessment has been made of Train to Gain; [181757]

(2) what cost-benefit assessment has been made of skills brokers. [181758]

Mr. Lammy: Train to Gain is a new service specifically designed to support employers in identifying and then meeting the skills they need to drive their business forward. The design of Train to Gain was based on the employer training pilots which were rigorously evaluated by the Institute of Employment Studies and the Institute for Fiscal Studies. Launched in April 2006, Train to Gain reached full national coverage in England in August 2006. In its first year of full operation it engaged more than 52,000 employers and some 240,000 learners started on a programme of activity, many for the first time. We have set out our ambitions to reach more employers and to drive up levels of investment in skills in Plan for Growth, copies of which are in the Library of the House. In support of our expansion plans, we have a major programme of evaluation under way for all aspects of Train to Gain and will expect to publish, through the LSC, the conclusions of those evaluations, including the benefits accrued. Employers engaged continue to express high satisfaction with the skills brokerage, with the latest figures showing that 86 per cent. of employers are either satisfied or very satisfied with the overall service.

31 January 2008
Students: Autism

Mike Gapes: To ask the Secretary of State for Innovation, Universities and Skills how many people under 25 

years with autism or Asperger’s syndrome are currently studying in universities. [180093]

Bill Rammell: In the 2006/07 academic year, 650 students under the age of 25 at Higher Education Institutions in England reported that they had Autistic Spectrum Disorder. Autistic Spectrum Disorder includes Asperger’s syndrome. Information separating Autistic Spectrum Disorder and Asperger’s Syndrome is not held centrally. Figures for the 2007/08 academic year will be available in January 2009.

1 February 2008
________________________________________________________________________________________

The House of Lords

Schools: Training

Baroness Walmsley asked Her Majesty's Government: Whether funding letters for (a) the Training and Development Agency for Schools; (b) the General Teaching Council for England; (c) the School Teachers Review Body; (d) the National College for School Leadership; and (e) the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority contained provisions specifically relating to increasing the knowledge base and skills of the children's workforce with regards to children's speech, language and communication needs; and whether they will set out for each what those provisions were. [HL1489]

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Children, Schools and Families (Lord Adonis): There is no specific mention of children's speech, language and communication needs in the current remit letters for either the Training and Development Agency for Schools (TDA), the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA), or the National College for School Leadership (NCSL). The TDA's remit letter does, however, require the agency to work with officials to improve coverage of SEN and disability issues in teacher training, and speech, language and communication needs come within that broad brief.


The NCSL has a remit to ensure that school leaders have the necessary skills to ensure that the needs of all pupils are met. The QCA is the national authority for qualifications, curriculum and assessment and standards in England. Its remit covers qualifications for both young people and adults. From April 2008, an interim regulator will be established that will be responsible for carrying out the regulatory functions of QCA. The DCSF does not issue funding letters to the School Teachers Review Body or the General Teaching Council for England.


In the light of the Children's Plan, which sets out the Government's ambitions for the educational attainment and wider well-being of children and young people, remit letters for 2008-09 are being developed for the QCA, NCSL and TDA.


The Children's Plan acknowledges the need to provide additional support to speech and language services in tackling barriers to learning. It also includes a commitment to invest further in the inclusion development programme (IDP), which aims to increase the skills of the whole early years and school workforce in dealing with children with speech, language and communication needs.


The noble Baroness will be aware that on 11 September 2007 the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families and the Secretary of State for Health launched a major review of the provision of services for children and young people with speech, language and communication needs, led by the honourable member for Buckingham, Mr John Bercow. As part of his review, Mr Bercow will examine how the children's workforce can best be organised and supported to meet the needs of children with speech, language and communication needs. He will submit an interim report in March, prior to his final report in July 2008.

28 January 2008
Children: Language and Communication

Baroness Sharp of Guildford asked Her Majesty's Government: Whether funding letters to (a) the Learning and Skills Council; (b) the Sector Skills Development Agency; (c) Ofsted; and (d) the Quality Improvement Agency contained provisions specifically related to increasing the knowledge base of the children's workforce with regard to children's speech, language and communication needs; and whether they will set out for each body what those provisions were. [HL1536]

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Children, Schools and Families (Lord Adonis): There is no specific mention of developing the children's workforce with regard to children's speech, language and communication needs in the current grant letters for the Sector Skills Development Agency or the Quality Improvement Agency. The Learning and Skills Council's remit letter does include support for the development of the children's workforce as a whole and Ofsted do publish survey reports on a range of aspects which can and do include matters relating to teacher training and workforce development.


The Children's Plan acknowledges the need to provide additional support to speech and language services in tackling barriers to learning. It also includes a commitment to invest further in the inclusion development programme (IDP), which aims to increase the skills of the whole early-years and school workforce in dealing with children with speech, language and communication needs.


On 11 September 2007, the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families and the Secretary of State for Health launched a major review of the provision of services for children and young people with speech, language and communication needs, led by the honourable Member for Buckingham, Mr John Bercow. As part of his review, Mr Bercow will examine how the children's workforce can best be organised and supported to meet the needs of children with speech, language and communication needs. He will submit an interim report in March, prior to his final report in July 2008.

29 January 2008
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