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     This issue of EPM Wales/Cymru reports on education, children’s services and training debates in the Welsh Assembly, the House of Commons and the House of Lords from 28 January to 1 February 2008. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Activity

Welsh Assembly
Oral Questions, First Minister: Emotional Literacy
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Welsh Assembly

Emotional Literacy 
Welsh Assembly • Oral Questions, First Minister • 29 January 2008

D

uring questions to the First Minister, Val Lloyd (Lab, Swansea East) asked him to outline Welsh Assembly Government policies on emotional literacy. The First Minister, Rhodri Morgan (Lab, Cardiff West) spoke of the development of a range of policies to support and measure learning development which “is now helping to put educational programmes together in schools in some of our more difficult areas”.   


Emphasising the value of such “excellent initiatives”, Ms Lloyd suggested the Government provide support.  Alun Cairns (Con, South Wales West) spoke in support of the benefits of emotional literacy, but noted “it is often one of the subjects that will get squeezed in a packed curriculum” and “is not always taken seriously in all schools”.  From his experience, the First Minister felt that this resource-intensive subject “was certainly taken very seriously by the children,” but agreed to look into the issue as to whether it was “being treated as a free period”.

WA 2008/0076
___________________________________________________________________________________
Committees


The Enterprise and Learning Committee met on Wednesday 30 January. It took evidence for its inquiry into the economic contribution of higher education from Professor Richard B Davies, Vice-Chancellor, Swansea University, and Huw Morris, Academic Registrar and Bologna Promoter for Wales.


The Children and Young People Committee met on Thursday 31 January when it took evidence for its inquiry into advocacy services for children in Wales from the Children’s Commissioner, the Welsh Local Government Association, the Association of Directors of Social Services and the Association of Directors of Education in Wales.

The Enterprise and Learning Committee will next meet on Wednesday 6 February. It will take evidence for its inquiry into the economic benefits of higher education from Aberystwyth University. 
The Enterprise and Learning Committee will meet on Wednesday 20 February. It will take evidence for its inquiry into the economic benefits of higher education from the University of Wales Institute Cardiff and the University of Wales, Newport.

The Children and Young People Committee will next meet on Thursday 21 February. It will consider a paper on advocacy services for children in Wales and the annual report of the Children Commissioner for Wales. Keith Towler, Children Commissioner designate, will then appear before the Committee.
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Westminster


On Tuesday 29 January Chris Bryant (Lab, Rhondda) introduced a Westminster Hall debate on Government policy on teenage pregnancies. The debate was not specifically about Wales. 


There was one early day motion tabled by a Welsh MP. The details are given below.
EDM 830
DEFENCE TRAINING REVIEW (No. 2)
That this House warmly welcomes the announcement by the Ministry of Defence to proceed with Package One of the Defence Training Review (DTR), which will modernise and transform the Phase 2 and Phase 3 training provision of the armed forces by providing state of the art teaching methods and technologies in aeronautical, mechanical and electrical engineering, communications and information systems for all three services on one site at MOD St Athan in the Vale of Glamorgan; believes this will build on the highly successful model of the Tri Service Officer Defence Academy at Shrivenham by providing young service men and women with the most advanced training in the world in a modern environment on a purpose built site, reaffirming the belief that all our service personnel, irrespective of rank, deserve the best training available; further believes this knowledge based investment has the potential to significantly transform the South Wales economy; and remains confident that St Athan will remain well placed to attract a substantial part of Package Two of the DTR covering logistics, personnel, policing, security, language, intelligence and photography training which will, as with Package One, deliver excellence and value for money for the taxpayer. 

Proposer: John Smith (Lab, Vale of Glamorgan)

Date tabled: Tuesday 30 January, 2008 

Number of MPs signing: 26

	Smith, John P  
	

	Ainger, Nick 
Anderson, Janet 

Borrow, David S 

Caton, Martin 

Clapham, Michael 

Clwyd, Ann 

Cryer, Ann 

Devine, Jim 

Dobbin, Jim 

Drew, David 

Flynn, Paul 
Francis, Hywel 

Griffith, Nia 

Hamilton, David 
Jones, Kevan 

Jones, Martyn 
Lucas, Ian 

Marshall, David 

Michael, Alun 
Morgan, Julie 

Owen, Albert 

Ruane, Chris 

Touhig, Don 

Williams, Betty 

Williams, Stephen 




___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Delegated Legislation


There were no relevant statutory instruments concerning Wales issued last week.

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Future Activity

***
Tuesday 5 February. Debate on the draft The National Assembly for Wales (Legislative Competence) (Education and Training) Order 2008. Jane Hutt (Lab, Vale of Glamorgan), Minister for Education and Lifelong Learning, to move.
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