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Scottish Parliament

Pre-school Centres
Rhona Brankin (Midlothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether HM Inspectorate of Education has found that local authority pre-school centres without a teacher perform better than partner centres without a teacher. (S3W-8043)
Holding answer issued: 25 January 2008

Adam Ingram: This information is set out in HM Inspectorate of Education (HMIE) report The Key Role of Staff in Providing Quality Pre-School Education (2007). The report is available from the publications section of their website http://www.hmie.gov.uk.

28 January 2008
People with Learning Disabilities
Karen Gillon (Clydesdale) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to increase the range of services available to adults with learning disabilities. (S3W-8616)
Shona Robison: The provision of support services for people with learning disabilities is the responsibility of local government to be drawn from the local government settlement of £34.7 billion over three years.

The Scottish Government is also committed to increasing the uptake of self-directed support for people with learning disabilities. This will enable people to have more choice about how they are supported and what services they receive.

28 January 2008
Child Abuse
Des McNulty (Clydebank and Milngavie) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how and where survivors of historic in-care and institutional abuse can access the appropriate services that they require to help them to recover from the effects of the physical and psychological damage caused by such abuse; when specific proposals for survivors of historic in-care and institutional abuse will be brought forward as part of the Scottish Government’s wider Survivor Scotland strategy for survivors of childhood sexual abuse, and who the providers of the services will be. (S3W-8569)
Adam Ingram: A range of national and local services are available to provide support to survivors of in-care and institutional abuse. I will announce proposals for improving the support available to survivors in due course. I refer the member to the answer to question S3W-7290 on 13 December 2007. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/webapp/wa.search.

29 January 2008
Class Sizes
Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what percentage of primary 1 to 3 pupils in Aberdeen city primary schools were in class sizes of (a) 18 and under, (b) 19 to 25, (c) 26 to 30 and (d) over 30 in each school year from 2003-04 to 2007-08. (S3W-8461)
Adam Ingram: Information for the 2007 census is due to be published on 26 February. Data for the previous years are shown in the following table

Percentage of P1-P3 Pupils in Aberdeen City Primary Schools, by Size of Class

	
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006

	 0-18
	10
	13
	12
	17

	 19-25
	67
	64
	66
	61

	 26-30
	22
	22
	22
	22

	 over 30
	2
	0
	0
	0


29 January 2008
National Priorities Action Fund
Rhona Brankin (Midlothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what total amount was allocated to the National Priorities Action Fund in each year from 2003 to 2007 and what percentage of the budget for children and young people this represented. (S3W-8482)
Adam Ingram: Whilst local government had flexibility to allocate other resources to this area, the specific amounts allocated to local government from the National Priority Action Fund from 2003 to 2007 were as follows:

2003-04: £128.1 million

2004-05: £144.8 million

2005-06: £191.4 million

2006-07: £236.9 million.

Some spending on children and young people will have been subsumed within budgets that covered services to people of all ages – e.g. community health – and as such, it is not possible to identify the total budget for children and young people over this period. It is not therefore possible to present spending from the National Priorities Action Fund as a percentage of the budget for children and young people.

29 January 2008
Additional Teachers

Rhona Brankin (Midlothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what total amount is being allocated for additional teachers for early years in each year from 2007 to 2011 and what percentage of the budget for children and young people this represents. (S3W-8496)
Adam Ingram: Whilst local government had flexibility to allocate other resources to this area, the specific amounts allocated to local government for additional teachers (Information on what total amount was allocated for additional teachers for early years is not available separately) in 2007 and 2008 was:


2007-08: £50.3 million – Funding for additional teachers for the previous administration’s commitments to reduce class sizes in P1 to 25 and S1/S2 maths and English classes to 20. In addition, a further £6 million was allocated by this government as part year costs to enable local authorities to employ additional teachers in early years and for class size reduction in primary 1 to primary 3.


2008-09: Prior to the local government finance settlement and at the same time as the £6 million was announced, funding of £3 million in addition to the £6 million was announced for the same purpose to be allocated from financial year 2008-09.


For 2008-09 onwards, all of this funding will now be included in the overall local government finance settlement. It will be the responsibility of each local authority, in conjunction with their community planning partners, to allocate the funding on the basis of their local needs and priorities – having first fulfilled its statutory obligations and the agreed set of national outcomes including the Scottish Government’s key strategic objective and the full terms of the concordat. Further details on these new arrangements can be found in the Scottish Budget Report and related concordat with local authorities. Copies of both documents are available in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib. number 44076 and 44077 respectively).

29 January 2008
Continuing Professional Development

Rhona Brankin (Midlothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what total amount was allocated for continuing professional development (CPD) for teachers in each year from 2003 to 2007 and what percentage of the budget for children and young people this represented. (S3W-8499)
Adam Ingram: Whilst local government had flexibility to allocate other resources to this area, the specific amounts allocated to local government for CPD provision for teachers (in respect of co-ordinating activity, building a local framework and budgeting for individual teachers’ plans) from 2003 to 2007 were as follows:

2003-04: £14.0 million

2004-05: £13.5 million

2005-06: £13.5 million*

2006-07: £13.5 million*

*Paid via the National Priorities Action Fund.

Some spending on children and young people will have been subsumed within budgets that covered services to people of all ages – e.g. community health – and as such, it is not possible to identify the total budget for children and young people over this period. It is not therefore possible to present spending on continuing professional development as a percentage of the budget for children and young people.

Rhona Brankin (Midlothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what total amount is being allocated for continuing professional development (CPD) for teachers in each year from 2007 to 2011 and what percentage of the budget for children and young people this represents. (S3W-8500)
Adam Ingram: Whilst local government had flexibility to allocate other resources to this area, the specific amount allocated to local government for CPD provision for teachers (in respect of co-ordinating activity, building a local framework and budgeting for individual teachers’ plans) in 2007-08 was £13.5 million. This was allocated through the National Priorities Action Fund.


For future years, this funding will be included within the overall local government finance settlement. It will be the responsibility of each local authority, in conjunction with their community planning partners, to allocate the funding on the basis of their local needs and priorities – having first fulfilled its statutory obligations and the agreed set of national outcomes, including the Scottish Government’s key strategic objectives and the full terms of the concordant. Further details on these new arrangements can be found in the Scottish Budget Report and related concordant with local authorities. Copies of both documents are available in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib. numbers 44076 and 44077 respectively).

29 January 2008
Discipline

Rhona Brankin (Midlothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what total amount was allocated for improving discipline in schools in each year from 2003 to 2007 and what percentage of the budget for children and young people this represented. (S3W-8501)
Maureen Watt: Whilst local government had flexibility to allocate other resources to this area, the specific amounts allocated to local government for improving discipline and school ethos from 2003 to 2007 were as follows:

2003-04: £29.5 million

2004-05: £29.5 million

2005-06: £29.5 million

2006-07: £29.5 million.

In addition, £35 million was allocated over three years (from 2005-06) to fund additional support staff to free teachers to teach, help pupils to learn undisturbed, and help deal intensively with those pupils who need it most. Some spending on children and young people will have been subsumed within budgets that covered services to people of all ages - e.g. community health – and as such, it is not possible to identify the total budget for children and young people over this period. It is not therefore possible to present this as a percentage of the budget for children and young people.

29 January 2008
Additional Support Staff

Rhona Brankin (Midlothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what total amount was allocated for additional support staff in schools in each year from 2003 to 2007 and what percentage of the budget for children and young people this represented. (S3W-8505)
Adam Ingram: Whilst local government had flexibility to allocate other resources to this area, the specific amounts allocated to local government for the provision of additional support staff from 2003-07 were as follows:

2003-04: £86 million unhypothecated through GAE

2004-05: £86 million unhypothecated through GAE

2005-06: £93.5 million including £86 million unhypothecated through GAE

2006-07: £97.3 million including £86 million unhypothecated through GAE

2007-08: £103.1 million including £86 million unhypothecated through GAE.

Some spending on children and young people will have been subsumed within budgets that covered services to people of all ages – e.g. community health – and as such, it is not possible to identify the total budget for children and young people over this period. It is not therefore possible to present spending on additional support staff as a percentage of the budget for children and young people.

Rhona Brankin (Midlothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what total amount is being allocated for additional support staff in schools in each year from 2007 to 2011 and what percentage of the budget for children and young people this represents. (S3W-8506)
Adam Ingram: Whilst local government had flexibility to allocate other resources to this area, the specific amount allocated to local government for the provision of additional support staff in 2007-08 was £103.1 million, which comprises of £86 million unhypothecated in GAE and £17.1 million allocated through the National Priorities Action Fund (NPAF) to improve discipline and behaviour in schools. For future years, £86 million will continue to be available to local authorities in GAE. The distribution of the £17.1 million in 2007-08 is the final instalment of the three year grant to assist schools and local authorities improve discipline and behaviour in schools.

Joe FitzPatrick (Dundee West) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it is taking to support local authorities in providing additional support for learning needs. (S3W-8723)
Adam Ingram: The Scottish Government has taken a significant number of steps to support local authorities in providing additional support for learning needs including the following:

Providing local government in Scotland with record levels of funding over the period covered by the spending review 2008-11. The vast majority of the funding will be provided by means of a block grant. It is the responsibility of each local authority to allocate the total financial resources available to it on the basis of local needs and priorities having first fulfilled its statutory obligations and the jointly agreed set of national and local priorities including the Scottish Government’s key strategic objectives. A code of practice was produced to provide guidance to local authorities and other agencies on carrying out their functions under the Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Act 2004. In 2007-08, the funding made available through education GAE is £4.2 billion; this figure includes £273 million for provision for special educational needs. In 2007-08, providing £44.7 million specifically for the implementation of the Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Act 2004 (£12.5 million); inclusion of pupils with additional support needs and disabilities in mainstream schools (£25 million), and the training and development of staff working with pupils with additional support needs and disabilities (£7.2 million).

29 January 2008
Joint Future Thinking Taskforce on Universities 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive when and to whom the Joint Future Thinking Taskforce on Universities will report. (S3W-8772)
Fiona Hyslop: The intention is for the final meeting of the taskforce to take place in June. The taskforce will report as soon as is feasible after that meeting. I expect the outcomes to be reported to the Scottish Government’s Cabinet, amongst others and I would also expect our work to be published in due course. In addition, I plan to keep members of the further and higher education roundtable updated with its progress.

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the Joint Future Thinking Taskforce on Universities will consider the use of student contributions towards university funding. (S3W-8774)
Fiona Hyslop: The government is firmly committed to access to higher education being based on the ability to learn rather than the ability to pay. The issue of student contributions is excluded from the scope of the taskforce.

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive why student representatives are not part of the membership of the Joint Future Thinking Taskforce on Universities. (S3W-8775)
Fiona Hyslop: A wide ranging review which might take years to produce results is not appropriate in this case. Membership of the taskforce has deliberately been restricted to the government, university principals and the chair of the Scottish Funding Council to ensure a short, sharp exercise that produces tangible outputs. The government does not see the taskforce’s identification of challenges and next steps as being the end of the process. There will be an opportunity for wider engagement with a range of stakeholders beyond this. In particular, NUS and CHESS have been specifically asked to provide an input to the next meeting in February. I also intend to discuss the student perspective at an event in the spring.

29 January 2008
Pre-School Education
Karen Gillon (Clydesdale) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how much was allocated to South Lanarkshire Council for 2007-08 to provide nursery places to vulnerable two-year-olds and how much will be allocated to it as part of the local government settlement that was previously ring-fenced for this purpose in (a) 2008-09, (b) 2009-10 and (c) 2010-11. (S3W-8612)
Karen Gillon (Clydesdale) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how many vulnerable two-years-olds in the South Lanarkshire Council area have been provided with nursery places as a result of ring-fenced funding in 2007-08. (S3W-8613)
Mr Adam Ingram: No specific funding was allocated to South Lanarkshire Council for 2007-08 to provide nursery places for vulnerable two year olds. The local government finance settlement for 2008-11 sees a move away from a focus on such inputs and targets to focussing on outcomes. Single outcome agreements will be agreed with each council which will set out the local priorities for each area. Record levels of funding have been invested in local government over 2008-11 to help them work towards the agreed priorities.

29 January 2008

Teachers
Rhona Brankin (Midlothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what total amount was allocated to the teacher induction scheme in each year from 2003 to 2007 and what percentage of the budget for children and young people this represented. (S3W-8485)
Adam Ingram: £13 million was added to the local government finance settlement in 2003-04 in respect of the newly introduced teacher induction scheme. In addition to this ongoing funding the following amounts have been paid to local authorities. 

2003-04 - £9.4 million

2004-05 - £9.4 million

2005-06 - £18.1 million

2006-07 - £29.5 million

2007-08 - £36.1 million.

Local government also had flexibility to allocate other resources to this area.

Some spending on children and young people will have been subsumed within budgets that covered services to people of all ages - e.g. community health – and as such, it is not possible to identify the total budget for children and young people over period. It is not therefore possible to present spending on the teacher induction scheme as a percentage of the budget for children and young people.

Rhona Brankin (Midlothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what total amount was allocated for additional teachers for early years in each year from 2003 to 2007 and what percentage of the budget for children and young people this represented. (S3W-8495)
Adam Ingram: Whilst local government had flexibility to allocate other resources to this area, the specific amounts allocated to local government for additional teachers from 2003 to 2007 were as follows (Information on what total amount was allocated for additional teachers for early years is not available separately):


2006-07: £32.5 million - Funding for additional teachers for the previous administration’s commitments to reduce class sizes in P1 to 25 and S1/S2 maths and English classes to 20.


2007-08: £50.3 million - Funding for additional teachers for the previous administration’s commitments to reduce class sizes in P1 to 25 and S1/S2 maths and English classes to 20. In addition a further £6m was allocated by this government as part year costs to enable local authorities to employ additional teachers in early years and for class size reduction in primary 1 to primary 3.


Some spending on children and young people will have been subsumed within budgets that covered services to people of all ages e.g. community health – and as such, it is not possible to identify the total budget for children and young people over this period. It is not therefore possible to present spending for additional teachers for early years as a percentage of the budget for children and young people.

29 January 2008
Speech and Language Therapy
Margaret Curran (Glasgow Baillieston) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to increase the number of speech and language therapists. (S3W-8719)
Shona Robison: All NHS boards receive an annual allocation of funds. Each board’s allocation will be increased in each year of the spending review period. It is for each NHS board to decide how best to utilise these funds to meet the health care needs of its resident population taking account of national and local priorities, including speech and language therapy services. It will be for boards to decide whether any of the additional funding being made available to them is used for this purpose.

30 January 2008
Alternatives to Exclusion
Rhona Brankin (Midlothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what total amount was allocated to the Alternatives to Exclusion programme in each year from 2003 to 2007 and what percentage of the budget for children and young people this represented. (S3W-8497)
Holding answer issued: 29 January 2008
Fiona Hyslop: Whilst local government had flexibility to allocate other resources to this area, the specific amounts allocated to local government for Alternatives to Exclusion programme from 2003 to 2007 were as follows:

2003-04: £11 million

2004-05: £11 million

2005-06: £11 million

2006-07: £11 million.


Some spending on children and young people will have been subsumed within budgets that covered services to people of all ages - e.g. community health – and as such, it is not possible to identify the total budget for children and young people over this period. It is not therefore possible to present this as a percentage of the budget for children and young people.

31 January 2008
National Year of Reading

Mary Mulligan (Linlithgow) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it intends to be part of National Year of Reading 2008 launched by Prime Minister, Gordon Brown MP, on 8 January 2008 and what the reasons are for its position on the matter. (S3W-8579)
Linda Fabiani: No. The National Year of Reading 2008 is an initiative in England funded by the Department for Children, Schools and Families and led by the National Literacy Trust and the Reading Agency. In Scotland, activities to promote reading and literacy are delivered through a wide range of partners, including the Scottish Book Trust, the Books, Reading and Writing (BRAW) project, Communities Scotland and Learning and Teaching Scotland as well as, of course, through public libraries.

31 January 2008
Physics
George Foulkes (Lothians) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to support physics in Scottish universities. (S3W-8737)
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Executive funds Scottish universities through the Scottish Funding Council (SFC), and funding decisions in relation to particular subject areas are a matter for the SFC. The SFC will continue to provide support to physics in Scottish universities through a variety of funding streams, both for research and teaching, in accordance with its main annual grant letter which is published on the SFC website.

31 January 2008
Lifelong Learning
Elaine Murray (Dumfries) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what support it will provide for the teaching of English as a second language in each year of the 2007-10 spending review and how this support will be distributed. (S3W-8168)
Holding answer issued: 29 January 2008
Fiona Hyslop: Publicly funded ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) classes are provided in Scotland’s colleges, Community Learning and Development (CLD) partnerships and Adult Literacy and Numeracy (ALN) partnerships and by a small number of voluntary providers. In March 2007 we launched an adult ESOL Strategy for Scotland and in 2007-08 £5 million additional funding was provided, with an investment of £2.8 million in colleges, £1.7 million in CLD Partnerships and £500,000 retained to fund professional and technical developments. Discussions are on-going with ministers regarding future funding from 2008 to 2011 with an announcement expected shortly.

31 January 2008
Teacher Training
Elizabeth Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive what efforts it is making to improve the quality of training provision for teachers and trainee teachers. (S3O-2062)
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Executive encourages and supports partnership working between local authorities and teacher education universities to ensure that initial teacher education courses and induction arrangements provide the best possible preparation for student and probationer teachers. We are also committed to ensuring that all teachers engage in relevant, high quality continuing professional development opportunities that enable them to meet their full potential. A recent example of how discussion about how a particular issue should be covered in initial teacher education and reinforced by continuing professional development was a constructive meeting involving Ministers, Deans of Faculties of Education and Sir Jackie Stewart about dyslexia.

31 January 2008
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