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      EPM Weekly PQs – Wales reports on written parliamentary questions on education from the Welsh Assembly and, if there are any, from the House of Commons and the House of Lords. The period covered in this issue is 23 to 28 January 2008 as the Welsh Assembly is running late with the publication of PQs. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Welsh Assembly

Questions to the Minister for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills

Mental Health

Kirsty Williams (Brecon and Radnorshire): What Children and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) funding is specifically available for those children and young people who have physical or sensory impairments, particularly with regard to specialist staff training in these areas? (WAQ50888) 

Transferred for answer by the Minister for Health and Social Services.
The Minister for Health and Social Services (Edwina Hart): No information is available centrally on the total spend on Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) for the treatment of children and adolescents who have physical or sensory impairments, or for specialist staff training in these areas. 

23 January 2008
Local Health Boards

Jenny Randerson (Cardiff Central): What requirements does the Minister place on LEA officials to work together with colleagues in LHBs? (WAQ50891)

Jenny Randerson (Cardiff Central): What assessment has the Minister made of efficiency savings under the Beecham review that could be made by LHBs/LEAs working together? (WAQ50893)

Jenny Randerson (Cardiff Central): What guidance has the Minister issued with regard to efficiencies that could accrue to LEAs by them working closely together with LHBs? (WAQ50895)

The Minister for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills (Jane Hutt): The Assembly Government has placed requirements on Local Education Authorities and Local Health Boards to work together in two areas. First, there is a statutory duty on Local Health Boards and Local Authorities to produce their Health, Social Care and Well-being Strategy for the period 2008-2011. 


Secondly, LHBs and Local Authorities are statutory partners in Children and Young People’s Partnerships, under duties to co-operate in planning and delivery of services, including the production of Children and Young People’s Plans (CYPPs) covering the same period. 


The Assembly Government wishes to see increased use of joint commissioning of services for children and young people. Each CYPP provides a basis for joint commissioning locally and for the sharing of funding to provide services for children and young people, particularly those with complex needs who require packages of care from a number of agencies and partners. 


One of the examples and outcomes of better working is in the delivery of the key actions and standards of the overarching 10-yr strategy—the National Service Framework for Children, Young People and Maternity Services in Wales. Evidence is beginning to flow via the Self Assessment Audit Tool to demonstrate that better partnership working is enabling the delivery of the key actions and identification of priorities for planning purposes. Joint working is also being developed through Health Challenge Wales, development of school nursing, and Healthy Schools.


No review has been made of efficiency savings that could be made by LHBs/LEAs working together under the Beecham review. This would be a local issue subject to work by Local Service Boards and issues identified in CYPPs. Neither has any specific guidance been issued with regard to efficiencies that could accrue to LHBs by them working closely together with LEAs.

23 January 2008
School Buildings

Kirsty Williams (Brecon and Radnorshire): In allocating funds for new school buildings, what requirement does the Minister make that the new building is adapted to the needs of those children with physical disabilities or sensory impairments, for example a requirement that the Assembly will not fund buildings which do not have all areas accessible to wheelchairs; all classrooms and communal areas with high quality acoustics appropriate for the education of hearing impaired pupils; etc? (WAQ50886)

The Minister for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills (Jane Hutt): All new school buildings must be designed to meet the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 and 2005 (DDA95 and DDA2005) and the Special Educational Needs and Disability Act 2001 (SENDA2001). In respect of disabled children attending schools these acts require that they are not treated less favourably than someone else (discriminated against) and the treatment is for reasons relating to their disability.

In order that schools are built to meet the requirements of the above Acts there are a number of guidance documents that must be followed. Some are mandatory and some are guidance but the Welsh Assembly Government will require all guidance to be followed unless there are alternative ways to meet DDA95 and 2005 and SENDA2001. Alternative proposals would have to approved by WAG/LEA before construction could proceed. The statutory document that must be followed is the Building Regulations 2000. This applies to all new school buildings and extension to existing buildings. Part M of these regulations in particular deal with 'Access to and the use of building’. This includes access for and the use by disabled people (pupils and staff) who are physically or sensory impaired. Part V 'Fire safety’ deals with escape from fire by disabled people. The main guidance document is British Standard (BS) 8300, entitled 'Design of buildings and their approaches to meet the needs of disabled people’.


The other Guidance documents on designing for disabled pupils are issued by the Department for Education and Skills (now the department for Children, Skills and Families) under the Building Bulletin series. The relevant ones are:-

Building Bulletin 77 Design for pupils with special education needs and disabilities in schools.

Building Bulletin 91 Access for disabled people to school buildings.

Building Bulletin 93 Acoustic designs of schools.

24 January 2008
Economic Inactivity

Alun Cairns (South Wales West): How have economic inactivity rates varied in the last 8 years. (WAQ50924)

The Minister for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills (Jane Hutt): The information is given in the table. The working age economic inactivity rate in Wales for the year to November 2007 was 2.1 percentage points lower than the average for 1999.

Working Age Economic Inactivity Rates in Wales
	(1)
	Percentage of the working age population

	1999
	25.8

	2000
	26.1

	2001
	27.2

	2002
	26.1

	2003
	23.9

	2004
	24.3

	2005
	24.6

	2006
	24.1

	Year to November 2007
	23.7


(1) calendar year averages except latest.

Source: ONS Labour Market Statistics.

28 January 2008
Metal Detectors

William Graham (South Wales East): Will the Minister outline how the announcement by the UK Government to install metal detectors in schools will impact upon schools in Wales? (WAQ50925)

Jane Hutt: Section 42 of the Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006 provides a new power for head teachers to search a pupil whom they reasonably suspect to be carrying a knife or other weapon on his or her person or in his or her belonging. Any school which suspects knife-carrying will be able to choose whether to conduct a search, or call the police to do so.  Section 42 is in force in England and I understand that some schools are choosing to exercise the power by installing metal detectors. Section 42 is not yet in force in Wales. I intend to consult on the timing of the introduction of section 42 and on associated guidance, in the Summer Term 2008. I wish to ensure that head teachers in Wales are able to foster an environment in which all members of the school community can thrive and feel respected, safe and secure; and have the legal powers to do that. Decisions on what is appropriate for an individual school will be a matter for the governing body and the head teacher.
28 January 2008
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