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This is the first issue of the EPM Weekly UK List. It gives a brief overview of debates in the five parliamentary and assembly institutions of the UK. The period covered is 28 January to 1 February 2008. 
______________________________________________________________________________________  

Main Items

House of Commons
Debate: Teenage Pregnancies

House of Commons
Legislation, in Committee: The Education and Skills Bill 
House of Commons
Debate: Holocaust Memorial Day
House of Commons
Legislation, Second Reading: SEN (Information) Bill

House of Lords
Debate: Bursaries in Higher Education
House of Lords
Debate: Children’s Rights
House of Lords
Court Judgement: Victims of Abuse Given Longer to Sue

Scottish Parliament
Ministerial Statement: Machinery of Government
Scottish Parliament
Debate: Scottish History in the School Curriculum
Scottish Parliament
Debate: Maximising Migrants’ Opportunities

Scottish Parliament
Debate: School Buildings

Scottish Education
Debate: Tackling Poverty

Scottish Parliament
Debate: Outdoor Education

Welsh Assembly
Oral Questions, First Minister: Emotional Literacy 

Ulster Assembly
Debate: Programme for Government & Investment Strategy
Ulster Assembly
Legislative Consent Motion: UK Education and Skills Bill

Ulster Assembly
Debate: The Budget
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Debates


Monday 28 January

Oral Questions, DCMS 


HC 2008/0058

Questions to the DCMS included those on sports for girls and children visiting museums.


Tuesday 29 January

Westminster Hall Debate


HC 2008/0059

Children. Chris Bryant (Lab, Rhondda) introduced a debate on Government policy on teenage pregnancies.


Tuesday 29/Thursday 31 January
Legislation, Committee Stage

HC 2008/0060/61

The Education and Skills Bill in Committee. 


Wednesday 30 January

Oral Questions, Prime Minister

HC 2008/0062

Three relevant issues were raised at PMQs, these being apprenticeships, Sure Start and rural primary schools.


Thursday 31 January

Topical Debate



HC 2008/0063

Holocaust. Parmjit Dhanda (Lab, Gloucester), Parliamentary Under Secretary for Communities and Local Government, proposed a debate on Holocaust Memorial Day. 


Friday 1 February

Legislation, Second Reading

HC 2008/0064

SEN. The Special Educational Needs (Information) Bill, a Private Member’s Bill introduced by Mrs Sharon Hodgson (Lab, Gateshead, East and Washington, West) was Read a second time. 
Allied Activity


Thursday 31 January. Child abuse. Sir Paul Beresford (Con, Mole Valley) introduced an adjournment debate on data encryption and child abuse.

***
Wednesday 6 February. Internet abuse. Adjournment debate. Hugo Swire (Con, East Devon) will introduce a debate on protecting children from internet content.

Future Activity


Monday 4 February. Oral questions to DCSF ministers.

***
Wednesday 6 February. Westminster Hall Debate. Anthony Steen (Con, Totnes) will introduce a debate on enforced criminal activity by children.

***
Thursday 7 February. The House will rise for the Spring recess at the close of business. It returns on Monday 18 February.

***
Thursday 21 February. Oral questions to DIUS ministers.
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Debates


Tuesday 29 January

Oral Question



HL 2008/0065

HE. Baroness Sharp of Guildford (LDP, Life) asked HMG: “In the light of the recent report by the Office for Fair Access, what steps they will take to encourage a better take-up of bursaries by poorer students, especially at older universities?”


Thursday 31 January

Oral Question



HL 2008/0066

Children. Lord Harrison (Lab, Life) asked Her Majesty’s Government: “What progress they have made towards meeting the 78 recommendations made in 2002 by the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child regarding children’s rights in the United Kingdom?”

Court Cases

In a landmark judgment handed down on 30 January the House of Lords (in its role as a Court of Law) has effectively extended the deadline for some abused victims seeking compensation from their abusers. In some sectors this will also affect employers of those abusers, particularly in health, social care and education. A law report is contained in the House of Lords section of this week’s issue of EPM Weekly Debates – Westminster. 

Allied Activity


Tuesday 29 February. Child Maintenance and Other Payments Bill in Grand Committee, day 1.


Thursday 1 February. Child Maintenance and Other Payments Bill in Grand Committee, day 2.


Monday 4 February. Oral Question. Baroness Cumberlege (Con, Life) to ask HMG: “What is their plan to manage post-graduate medical education?”


Tuesday 5 February. Child Maintenance and Other Payments Bill in Grand Committee, day 3.


Thursday 7 February. Child Maintenance and Other Payments Bill in Grand Committee, day 4.

Future Activity


Thursday 31 January. Oral Question. Lord Harrison (Lab, Life) will ask HMG: “What progress they have made towards meeting the 78 recommendations made in 2002 by the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child regarding children's rights in the United Kingdom?”
***
Monday 4 February. Legislation. The Children and Young Persons Bill [HL] Report Stage.

***
Wednesday 6 February. Oral Question. Lord Judd (Lab, Life) will ask HMG: “What is their response to the recommendation of INQUEST in its submission on the Review of Restraint that an independent inquiry should be established to examine the wider issues concerning the treatment of children in the youth justice system?”
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Scottish Parliament.
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Debates


Wednesday 30 January

Ministerial Statement


SP 2008/0067
Policy. The First Minister, Alex Salmond (SNP, Gordon) made a statement on changes to the machinery of government in Scotland.

Wednesday 30 January

Executive Debate



SP 2008/0068

History. The Minister for Schools and Skills, Maureen Watt (SNP, North East Scotland) introduced a Scottish Executive government debate on the importance of Scottish history in the school curriculum.


Wednesday 30 January

Members’ Business Debate

SP 2008/0069

Migrants. Margo MacDonald (Ind, Lothians) introduced a debate on maximising migrants’ opportunities.

Thursday 31 January

Opposition Debate


SP 2008/0070
Buildings. The Shadow Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning, Rhona Brankin (Lab, Midlothian) introduced an Opposition debate on school buildings.

Thursday 31 January

Oral Questions, General


SP 2008/0071
During general questions, there were four questions on education, training or children’s services.

Thursday 31 January

Oral Questions, First Minister

SP 2008/0072
HE. During oral questions to the First Minister, Richard Baker (Lab, North East Scotland) asked what the Scottish Executive government’s proposals to establish a concordat with universities would mean for higher education in Scotland. 


Thursday 31 January 

Oral Questions, Finance


SP 2008/0073
Funding. During oral questions to the Scottish Executive government on finance and sustainable growth there were two questions on education funding.

Thursday 31 January

Executive Debate



SP 2008/0074

Poverty. The Scottish Executive introduced a debate on poverty.


Thursday 31 January

Members’ Business Debate

SP 2008/0075

Outdoor education. Elizabeth Smith (Con, Mid Scotland and Fife) introduced a debate on outdoor education.
Future Activity

***
Wednesday 30 January. Scottish government debate on the importance of Scottish history in the school curriculum. 

***
Thursday 31 January. Members Business Debate. Elizabeth Smith (Con, Mid Scotland and Fife) will introduce a debate on extra-curricular outdoor education for every school child.

***
Thursday 7 February. Themed question session on education and lifelong learning.
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Welsh Assembly.
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Debates


Tuesday 29 January

Oral Questions, First Minister

WA 2008/0076
During questions to the First Minister, Val Lloyd (Lab, Swansea East) asked him to outline Welsh Assembly Government policies on emotional literacy.
Future Activity

***
Tuesday 5 February. Debate on the draft The National Assembly for Wales (Legislative Competence) (Education and Training) Order 2008. Jane Hutt (Lab, Vale of Glamorgan), Minister for Education and Lifelong Learning, to move.
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Debates


Monday 28 January

Executive Debate



UA 2008/0077
Policy. The First Minister, Ian Paisley (DUP, North Antrim), introduced an Executive debate on the Northern Ireland Assembly Executive’s programme for government and investment strategy.

Tuesday 29 January 

Legislative Consent Motion

UA 2008/0078
A debate on a legislative consent motion on the UK Parliament’s Education and Skills Bill.

Tuesday 29 January 

Executive Debate



UA 2008/0079
Finance. An Executive debate on the budget.
Future Activity

***
Tuesday 29 January. Debate on a Legislative Consent Motion on the Education and Skills Bill of the Westminster parliament.
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